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son, Hoge, Hopkins, George S. Houston, E. W. Hubard, 
James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, James H. Johnson, 


Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Sea- | 


born Jones, Preston King, Lawrence, Leake, La Sere, 
Levin, Ligon, Lumpkin, McClean, McCrate, McKay, Bark- 
jey Martin, Moulton, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Phelps, Price, 
Reid, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, 
Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas 
Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Jas. Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Tibbatts, Tredway, Wick Williams, Wil- 
mot, Woodward, Yancey, and Yell—96. 


So the vote was not reconsidered. 

Mr. THOMAS B. KING rose to make an ex- 
planation in reference (he was understood to say, 
though scarcely heard) to a remark made by the 


chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, [Mr. , 


], E. Hotmes.] 
Objections were made. 


AMERICAN WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 


The bill from the Senate, (on the Speaker’s ta- 
ble,) authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to con- 
tract for the purchase of American water-rotted 
hemp for the use of the navy having been taken up, 
and having been read a first and second time by is 
title 
Mr. I. E. HOLMES said that it was a very im- 
portant bill, and that it had passed the Senate, by 
general consent, without going on the docket. If it 
was not passed at once, he was informed that many 
persons would be prevented from planting hemp in 
the season for planting it. He asked therefore that 
the House would act upon it at once. 

The bill having been read through for informa- 
tion, 

Mr. P. KING inquired if it necessarily involved 
an appropriation, and therefore must be committed ? 

The SPEAKER thought not. 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading now. 

And having been read a third time by its title, 

Mr. LEAKE moved that it be committed to the 


Committee on Naval Affairs, with instructions to | 


insert the following words: 


** Provided, That American water-rotted hemp | 


ean be had as cheap as other hemp.”’ 
And the affirmative vote having been taken, stood 
60 


his motion, which were refused. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative without a division. 

So the motion to commit was rejected. 

And then the bill was passed. 

Mr. McKAY (at half past three) moved the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Pending which motion, 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, arch 27, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


Mr. LEAKE now asked the yeas and nays on | 


The SPEAKER proceeded to call for reports | 


from committees. 


Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the 


Post Office and Post Roads, made an adverse re- 


port upon the case of William Fuller, late a mail | 


contractor in the State of Georgia; which report | 


was laid upon the table. 
On motion of Mr. McILVAINE, 


Ordered, 'That the Committee on the Post Office | 


and Post Roads be discharged from the considera- 
tion of the cases of George Hale and George V. 


Mitchell; and of citizens of Northumberland coun- {| 


ty, in the State of Pennsylvania, for an annual sal- | 


ary to the postmaster of that place; which petitions || 


were laid upon the table. 


Mr. PAYNE, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill to amend and con- || 


tinue in force the act to incorporate the inhabitants | 


of the city of Washington; which bill was read 
twice and committed. 


Mr. RATHBUN, from the Committee on the | 


Judiciary, reported a bill to reorganize the T'reas- | 


ury Department; which bill was read twice and 
committed, 


On motion of Mr. RATHBUN, 
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Ordered, That the said Committee be discharged 


from the consideration of the petition of Joseph D. |) 


Hills, and that it be committed. 


Mr. THURMAN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, made an adverse report upon the peti- 
tion of members of the bar of western Michigan, 
for a division of the State into judicial districts ; 
which was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be 
discharged from the consideration of the resolution 
of the House of the 13th of January, instructing 


them to inquire into the expediency of reporting a | 


bill providing for the appropriation of a sufficient 
sum of money to complete the marine hospitals 
commenced on the sites owned by the United States 
near Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania; Louisville, in 
Kentucky; and Cleveland, in Ohio. 
the consideration of the petition of citizens of Ohio 
for the reduction of appropriations for the support 
of the army and navy. Also, from the considera- 
tion of the petition of citizens of Summit county, 
Ohio, for the improvement of the Maumee river; 
and that said resolution and petitions be laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. LIGON, from the Committee of Claims, 
made adverse reports upon the cases of Gideon 
Walker and of Alexander King; which reports were 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the resolution from the Senate for the 
relief of Peter Gorman, reported the same without 
amendment, accompanied by a report in writing. 

Ordered, That the said resolution be committed. 

Mr. DANIEL, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the memorial of J. W. 
Crane; which report was laid upon the table. 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, made 


a report upon the petition of John Carr, John 
| ’ 


| for their relief; which bill was read twice and com- | 


Beatty, and S. Stevenson, accompanied by a bill 


' mitted. 


Mr. POLLOCK, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a biil supplementary to the joint resolution 
authorizing the accounting officers of the treasury 
to audit and settle the accounts of Wm. P. Zant- 


| zinger, approved 15th of June, 1844, accompanied 


by a report in writing; which bill was read twice 
and committed. 

On motion of Mr. P., 

Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of 
James J. Mackall, and others, heirs and represent- 


atives of Captain John G. Mackall, and that it be 
laid upon the table. 


Also, from | 


Mr. McCLELLAND, from the Committee on 


Commerce, reported bills of the following titles, || 


viz: 
A bill concerning the custom-house at Castine, 
in the State of Maine; 


A bill relating to the collection district at New | 


Orleans, and for other purposes; accompanied by | 


areport in the first-mentioned case; which bills |, 


were severally read a first and second time, and 
committed. 


Mr. YOST, from the Committee on Engraving, | 


reported the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the map accompanying Doc. No. 


this House, be published with the said document | 


which has been ordered to be printed by the 
House. 


Which resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. HILLIARD, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported the following 
resolution, viz: : 

Resolved, That so much of the letter of the Post- 
master General addressed to the House, under 


date of March 9th, 1846, as relates to the estab- | 


lishment of an Atlantic line of mail-steamers, be 
referred to the favorable consideration of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, that the appropriation 


| asked for by the Postmaster General may be pro- 


vided for. 


Which resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. HILLIARD, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the said letter from the Post- 
master General, relative to the transportation of 
the mails between this and foreign countries, made 
a report upon so much of the same as relates to an 
Atlantic line of steamers; which report was laid 
upon the table, 

And, on motion of Mr. F., five thousand extra 
copies were ordered to be printe d. 

Mr. GILES, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported a bill for the relief of the Red River Rail- 
road Company, accompanied by a report in wrl- 
ting; which bill was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. TIBBATTS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to amend an act ¢ ntitled “ An 
act to provide for the better security of the lives of 
passengers on board of vessels propelled im part or 
in whole by steam,”’ approved July 7th, 1838, ac 
companied by a re port; which bill was read twice. 

Mr. TIBBATTS, from the minority of suid com- 
mittee, reported an amendment to said bill. Or- 
dered that said bill and amendment be committed, 

Mr. MeCLELLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, made an adverse report upon the pett- 
tion of James Frazier; which report was laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND. from the same committee, 
to which the petitions upon the subject were re- 
ferred, reported a bill concerning certain collection 
districts, and for other purposes; which bill was 
read twice, and committed. 

Mr. McC. also, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill making appropriations for the pur- 
chase of a sile, with the buildings thereon, near 
the city of St. Louis, for a marme hospital, ac- 
companied by a report in writing; which bill was 
read twice, and committed. 

Mr. SIMPSON, from the Committee on En- 
graving, made an adverse report upon the case of 
Thomas Sanford; which was laid upon the table. 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported the following 
resolution: which was agreed to: 

Resolved, Vhat 5,000 extra copies of the report 
of the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
on the subject of the foreign mail steamers be 
printed for the use of the House of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. GRIDER, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary 


| Claims be discharged from the consideration of the 


? 


petition of Sally in tchum, and that it be Jaid upon 
the table. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, made a report upon the case of John 
McAllister, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 
which bill was read twice and committed. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to amend an act ¢ ntitled “*An actto pro- 
vide for the payment of horses or other property 
lost and destroyed in the military service of the 
United States,’’ approved the 18th day of January, 
1837; which bill was read twice and committed. 

Mr. FICKLIN, from the Committee on Reyo- 
lutionary Claims, made a report upon the case of 
the heirs of General Thomas Sumter, late of South 
Carolina, accompanied by a bill for their relief; 


| which bill was read twice and committed. 
| 162, relative to the transportation of the mail be- | 
| tween this and foreign countries, as transmitted to || 


On motion of Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be discharged from the consideration of the 
petition of the widow of Thomas Gibson; and that 
it be committed. 

Mr. GRIDER, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to establish a board of commissioners 
to examine and decide certain claims against the 
United States, accompanied by a report; which 
report was committed. 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN offered the following reso- 
lution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciar 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of al- 
lowing the United States attorney for the northern 
district in Alabama additional compensation for 
attending the courts and acting as district attorney 
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for the middle district in said State, under the act 
establishing said middle district. 

Mr. B. THOMPSON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, made a report upon the petition 
of Bennett M. Dill, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; whieh bill was read twice and committed. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the same committee, to 
which the subject was referred, reported a bill for 
the commencement of fortifications at Sackett’s 
Harbor, New York, accompanied by a report in 
writing; which bill was read twice and committed. 

Mr. NIVEN, from the same committee, to 
which the subject Was refe rred on the 20th of leb- 
ruary last, reported a bill authorizing an appro- 
priation to construct works of defence on Dau- 
phin Island, Alabama, and at Proctor’s Landing, 
Louisiana, accompanied ly a report in writing; 
which bill was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. YELL, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which the subject was referred, report- 
ed a bill to establish an armory at Fort Massae, in 

J 
‘ 


the State of Hlinois, by a report in 
writing; which bill was read twice, and commit- 
ted. 

Mr. 7s 


given, asked, obtained leave, 


Accompanie 


also, in pursuance of notice hers tofore 
and introduced a bill 
to establish a board of commissioners to examine 
and decide certain ¢ laims against the United States; 
which bill was read twice, and committe dd. 

Mr. ABBOTT, from the Committee on the Mi- 
litia, to which the subject was referred, reported 
a bill to reculate and enforce returns for the mili- 
tia and for other purposes, accompanied by a re- 
port in writing; which bill was read twice, and 
committed, 

On motion of Mr. ABBOTT, 

Ordered, That the same committee be discharged 
from the conside ration of the poe tition of ‘Thomas 
Abbot, and that it be laid upon the table. 

Mr. S. D. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
the Militia, reported a bill to aid and encourage 
the States respectively to raise, and organize, and 
officer, a legionary corps within each of the same, 
and for other purpo ses, accompanied by a report 
in writing; which bill was read twice and commit- 
ted. 

Mr. FICKLIN, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked, obtained leave, and introduced a bill 
for an act to grant eighty acres of land to each 
head of a family, under certain conditions; which 
bill was read twice and committed. 

Mr. THOMAS B. KING, from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, to which was referred the petition 
of John G. Warden, reported a bill for his relief; 
which bill was read twice and committed. 

Mr. D. P. KING, from the same committee, 
made a report upon the memorial of James P. Es- 
py, accompanied by a joint resolution, for apply- 
ing Espy’s ventilator to the hall of the House of 
Representatives and to the Senate chamber; which 
resolution was read twice and committed. 

Mr. WOOD, from the same committee, made a 
report upon the memorial of Wilmer Shields, of 
New Orleans, one of the heirs of Thomas Shields, 
accompanied by a bill for the relief of his legal 
representatives ; which bill was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. DOUGLASS, from the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, to which was referred the bill to define the 
boundaries of the State of lowa, and to repeal so 
much of the act of the 3d of March, 1845, as relates 
to the boundaries of lowa, reported an amendatory 
bill : 

Ordered, That the said bill be committed, 

Mr. DOUGLASS, from the same committee, 
reported the following resolution: 

Resoired, That the 20th, 21st, and 22d days of 
May next be set apart for the consideration of 
business relatine to the Territories of Towa and 
Wisconsin. 

Which resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. T. B. KING, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
James Hamilton and Ph. Schuyler, reported a joint 
resolution for the purchase of the right to use their 
invention for sawing ship timber; which resolution 
was read twice and committed. 

Mr. M. L. MARTIN, by leave, presented a re- 
ads of the House of Representatives of the Legis- 
ature of Wisconsin, with the report of Captain 
Barney, upon the subject of the improvement of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


_the harbor of Potosi, in Wisconsin, together with | 
a map of that improvement; which reports were | 


committed. 

Mr. GRIDER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
executors of Colonel Abraham Bowman, deceased; 
which bill was read twice and committed. 

Mv. GRIDER, from the minority of the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, made an adverse 
report upon the petition of Francis Lloyd, the 
administrator of the estate of Surgeon John Rob- 
erts, deceased; which report was laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. HERRICK, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, made an adverse report upon 
the petition of the widow of Samuel Scott; which 
report was laid upon the table. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, to whom was referred 
the memorial of Mrs. Martha Gray, widow of 
Captain Robert Gray, the discoverer of the Colum- 
bia river, reported a bill granting her relief, accom- 
panied by a report; which bill and report were re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, made 
the order of the day for to-morrow, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. B. also reported a bill for the relief of Pat- 
rick Masterson; which was referred to the same 
committee, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B. also reported adversely upon the petition 
of Mrs. Lucy Davis; which report was laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B. also reported adversely upon the peti- 
tions of Francis Green, Benjamin Hansford, the 
heirs of Mary Patton, Jedediah Morse, Hannah 
Beck, Jeremiah Eliott, and Judith E. Eggleston, 
and asked that the committee be discharged from 
their further consideration, and that they be laid 
upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. B., the committee was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the me- 
morials of Moses Noyes and Major Moses Van 
Campen; and the same were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. b., the petition of Stephen 
Benton was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

Mr. SYKES, from the Committee on Patents, 
reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin Tatham, 
Henry B. Tatham, and George N. Tatham. 


Mr. HARMANSON, on leave given, and in pur- | 


suance of previous notice, introduced a bill to cede 
lands to certain parishes in the State of Louisiana, 
as a levying fund; referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. RATHBUN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, Vhat the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union be discharged 
from the consideration of the resolution reported 
by the Committee on the Judiciary, relating to the 
purchase of the tenth volume of the Laws of Con- 
gress, and that the whole subject be referred to the 
Committee on Engraving; and that the said com- 
mittee be, and they are hereby, directed to pur- 
chase the said tenth volume, of such person or per- 
sons as will furnish the same at the cheapest rate, 
the quality of the work considered: and the Clerk 
of this House is authorized and required to pay for 
sail books out of the contingent fund of the House 
of Representatives at the contract price, which shall 
be reported to him by said committee. 

Mr. McCONNELL moved that the resolution 


be laid upon the table; which motion was rejected... 


And the question recurring on the adoption; 
Mr. WINTHROP briefly opposef the resolu- 
tion. 


Mr. RATHBUN sustained it by a few words, 


and then moved the previous question. 


Mr. COBB asked him to withdraw it. 

Mr. RATHBUN declined. 

And the question being taken, the affimative vote 
stood 30, noes not counted. 

So there was not a second. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution: 

Mr. COBB opposed it. 

Mr. GORDON moved to amend the resolution, 
by striking out all after the word “‘resolved,’’ and 
inserting: 

** That a select committee of three be appointed 
to inquire into the publication of the tenth volume 


_ of the Laws of the United States, and of the copy 


of said laws, as authorized by the last Congress, 


GLOBE. 








March 27, 
and to purchase the usual number of copies of said 
volume, where they can procure the best at the 
lowest price.’’ 

Mr. THURMAN made a few remarks in { 
of the original resolution. 

Mr. BIGGS made some inquiries from Mr. Wy. 
THROP as to the present state of the publication hy 
Messrs. Little & Brown; to which P 

Mr. WINTHROP replied. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. GORDON, and it was agreed to. 

And, as thus amended, the resolution was 
adopted. 

The following is the committee appointed: 
Messrs. Gorpon, Hupson, and Bein. : 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill making appropriations 
for certain improvements in the Territory of Lowa: 
which bill was read twice and committed. ; 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, from the Com- 

'mittee of Ways and Means, reported the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the resolution instructing them to inaguire 
into the expediency of directing the United States 
Mint and its branches to convert all foreien coin 
which is, or may be, owned by the General Goy- 
ernment into the legal coin of the United States. 


Mr. STARKWEATHER, from the Commit. 
tee on Invalid Pensions, made a report upon the 

etition of Abraham Ansmen, accompanied by a 
Pil for his relief; which bill was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. BELL, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports upon the petitions of P. Branch, J. 
Klive, and D. Towle; which reports were laid 
upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. B., 

Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be discharged from the consideration of the 
petition of B. Cressey; and that it be committed. 

[A message from the Senate by Mr. Dickins 
their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed a bill 
entitled *“* An act for the relief of George Wan- 
thing,’’in which I am directed to ask the concur- 

| rence of the House. 

Mr. BOBERT SMITH, by direction of the 
Committee on Roads and Canals, moved thiat the 
memorial of Robert Mills, relative to his improved 
road-way be printed; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PERRY eave notice of a motion for leave 
to introduce a bill to surrender the stock held by 

the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, made reports upon the petitions of G. Kel- 
ly, B. Allen, and A. Goodwin, accompanied by a 
report in each case; which reports were severally 
' read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. MOULTON, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be discharged from the consideration of the 
petitions of Wm. Brown, N. Cole, jr., A. Doug!i- 
ty, D. P. Perkins, B. G. Perkins, J. Sylvester, 8. 
Page, J. Stanet, S. Thue, S. Bladgett, J. Hanigan, 
J. Dutton, and Wm. Pittman, and that they be laid 
upon the table. 


Mr. GOODYEAR, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, made a report upon the pomere of 
J. Dussean, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 

| which bill was read twice and committed. 

On motion of Mr. G., by leave, 

Ordered, That the petition of Martha Olney be 
committed. 


On motion of Mr. P. KING, ; 
Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be discharged from the consideration of the 
petitions of Moses Holden, Stephen Barton, David 
Sage, and John Mitchell; also, Asa Sprague, Dan- 
iel Dugan, Levi H. Parrish, Eliphas C. Brown, 
Orinda Cooper, Otis F. Ladd, William Slocum, 
, and Giles London, and that they be laid upon the 
| table. 
| Mr. MOULTON, from the same committee, 
| made a report upon the petition of John Campbell, 
|| accompanied by a bill for his relief; which bill was 
| read twice and committed. 
| Mr. M. also, from the same committee, made 
| adversé reports upon the petitions of B. Rowe, 5. 
| Caswell, B, Wright, 0. Herrick, M. Davis, and 


favor 





1846. 


—_—_— 


J. Plummer; which reports were laid upon the 

He. 
ae PRESTON KING, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, made a report upon the petition 
of Justin Jacobs, accompanied by a bill for his re- 
lief; which bill was read twice and committed. 

Mr. K. also, from the same committee, made a re- 
jort upon the petition of Daniel Pratt, accompanied 
yy a bill for his relief; which bill was read twice 

and committed, 

Mr. K. also, from the same committee, made ad- 
verse reports upon the petitions of Jonas D. Platt, 
John Ingraham, Wm. H. Wilson, Charles Wads- 
worth, and March Farrington; which reports were 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. DELANO, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made a report upon the petition of Surra- 
nus Cobb, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 
which bill was read twice and committed. 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, made ad- 
verse reports upon the petitions of John Downs, 
George Norton, Daniel Morse, and Jared Gossage; 
which reports were laid upon the table. 

Mr. ATKINSON, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionarv Pensions, to which was referred the bill 
providing a similar compensation for the officers 
and soldiers who served in the Indian wars prior 
to the treaty of Greenville, in 1795, as is now au- 
thorized by law to be paid to the officers and sol- 
diers of the revolutionary war, reported the same 
without amendment, accompanied by a report ad- 
verse to the passage of the bill: ordered that the 
said bill be committed. 

Mr. DELANO, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made a report upon the memorial of 
Thurman Gallusha and others, accompanied by 
a bill to repeal an act granting a pension to Peter 
L. Allen; which bill was read twice and commit- | 
ted, 

Mr. SEAMAN, from the Committee on Revo- | 
lutionary Claims, reported bills of the following 
titles: 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Betts; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Phelps; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Segar; 

A bill for the relief of Catharine Fulton; 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth K. Brunot; 

A bill for the relief of Polly Damron; 

A bill for the relief of Francis Hutinach; 

Which bills were each accompanied by a report; 
read twice, and committed. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. SEAMAN 
asked, obtained leave, and introduced a bill for the | 
relief of James Jones; which bill was read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. SEAMAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made adverse reports upon 











the petitions of Sarah Hammond, widow of J. |, 


Hammond, Elizabeth McClain, widow of Joshua 
McClain, Susan Aldrich, widow of Gustavus Al 
drich, Joanna French, widow of Nathaniel French, 
Abigail Church, widow of J. Church, Abigail 
Lindley, widow of Lieut. Levi Linley, Roxanna 
Moore, Sally Tyler, Charity Chatfield, Esther 
Humphries, Anna Bissell, Eunice Buckman, Polly 
Mahl, Elizabeth Randolph, Polly Owen, Huldah 
Saxton, Sarah Scove, Catharine Adair, Margaret 
Corwin, Catharine Jackson, Ann Pearsey, Re- 
becea Boyd, Hannah Stevenson, Huldah Norris, 
Anne Royall, Nancy G. Van Rensselaer, John | 
Vice, John Reed, Peter Dunbar, Mott Wilkin- 
son, Keziah Hobart, Frederick Gibbs, Levi Ni- 
chols, and Noah Clark; which reports were laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. BENJAMIN THOMPSON, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, made a report upon the 
petition of Bennett M. Dill, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief ; which bill was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. JENKINS, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made a report upon the peti- 
tion of Jonathan Brown, accompanied by a bill for 
- relief ; which bill was read twice, and commit- | 


Mr. J. also, from the same committee, made 


adverse reports upon the petitions of Jacob Pat- || 


rick, Susan Belknap, widow of Isaac Belknap, Eli- 


zabeth Grinnell, widow of John Redington, and of | 


Nicholas Otman, Abraham Bouck, and Peter and | 


Wie Otman; which reports were laid upon the 
e. 


On motion of Mr. BRINKERHOFF, 


Ordered, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be discharged from the consideration of the | 


Se A ene 





petitions of citizens of Atchison county, Missouri, 
relative to the establishment of military posts on 
the northwest of the State of Missouri; also, from 
the consideration of the bill to construct a military 
road from Fort Adams to Newport, in Rhode 
Island; also, from the consideration of the petition 
of William W. Hubbell, asking Congress to an- 
propriate money to continue experiments in his 
explosive shell; and also, from the consideration 
of the resolution of the House of December 9th, 
1845, referring so much of the Annual Message of 
the President of the United States as relates to the 
condition and operation of the army of the United 
States, to forts, fortifications, and military posts 
on the line to Oregon, &c.; and that they be laid 


_ upon the table. 


On motion of Mr. HARALSON, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be discharged from the consideration of the 
joint memorial of the Legislature of Alabama, 


| praying the establishment of an armory at Tusca- 


loosa, and from the petition of citizens of Lancaster 
county, Pennsylvania, relative to the advantages 
offered by Columbia as a site for one of the na- 
tional foundries proposed to be established, and 


that they be committed. 

On motion of Mr. HARALSON, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be discharged from the consideration of the 
letter of John A. Webber, military storekeeper at 
Watertown, Massachusetts, relative to the pay of 
military storekeepers, and that it be laid upon the 


| table. 


Mr. BRINKERHOFFP, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, made an adverse report upon the 
petition of Richard litzpatrick; which report was 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, from the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, reported a bill to repeal an 
act entitled ‘* An act for the relief of the Stockbridge 


|, tribe of Indians,’’ approved March 3, 1843, and for 


other purposes, accompanied by a report in wri- 
ting; which bill was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. BENTON, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the petitions of Shapen- 
doshia and nine other Miami Indians, and of David 
Foster and other white men, praying that the said 
Indians be allowed to remain and receive their an- 
nuities in Indiana, which reports were laid upon 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. HARALSON, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Af- 


| fairs be discharged from the consideration of the 


memorial from the military convention of Pennsy]l- 


vania, on the subject of the militia system. 


Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON, in pursuance of 


previous notice, asked, obtained leave, and intro- | 


duced a bill to authorize every poor man in the 
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petition of the heirs and representatives of Ferdi- 
nand Hopkins, deceased; also, from the petition 
of the heirs of Jacob Cohen; also, from the peti- 
tion of Lucy Alexander and others, heirs of Dr. 
Lawrence Brooke; also, from the petition of the 
heirs of Alexander White; and that they be laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made unfavorable reports upon the 
petitions of Ira Baldwin, heir of Adino Goodenough, 
and Jacob Ken; which reports were laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. HERRICK, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, made an adverse report upon the 
petition of the widow of Samuel Scott; which re- 
port was laid upon the table. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of the widow and legal rep- 
resentatives of James Hall, deceased; accompanied 
by a report in writing; which bill was read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. ST. JOELN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, made an adverse report upon the 
petition of the heirs of Regnal Aillary; which re- 
port was laid upon the table. 

THE NATIONAL DEFENCES. 

The Committee on Naval Affairs having been 
called— ; 

Mr. I. E. HOLMES rose and said: 

Mr. Speaker, it will be recollected that yester- 
day, in answer to an inquiry put to me as chair- 
man of the Committee on Naval Affairs, I said that 
the Secretary of the Navy had sent in a communi- 
cation recommending the building of ten steam- 
vessels; and that he had subsequently transmitted 
a report from the heads of bureaus containing cer- 
tain recommendations, which had been sent to the 
Senate; but that he had made no communication, 
either approving or disapproving, endorsing or dis- 
avowing these recommendations. It is due to 
the Secretary, however, that I should send to the 
Clerk’s table to be read, as I now do, a letter which 
he did send on that oecasion. ‘The House can 
then judge whether there was or was not any sane- 
tion or disapproval of the recommendations of the 


bureaus. 


United States, who is the head of a family, to enter || 


one hundred and sixty acres of the public domain, 
** without money and without price;’”? which bill 
was read twice and committed. 

Mr. CATHCART, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Thomas Murray, Jr., ac- 
companied by a report in writing; which bill was 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, from the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, made an unfavorable report 
upon the petitions of James E. Rawlings, and the 
heirs of John Motlow; which reports were laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made a report upon the petition of 
James Journey, accompanied by a bill for his re- 
lief; which bill was read twice and committed. 

Mr. MORSE, by leave, presented resolutions of 


' the Legislature of Louisiana, relative to the erec= 
| tion of such fortifications and armaments as will 


effectually secure the city of New Orleans from in- 
vasion; which resolutions were committed. 

Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS, from the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims, made an adverse re- 
port upon the petition of Mary Nations, widow of 
Christopher Nations; which report was laid upon 
the table. 


Mr. A. also, from the same committee, made a 


report upon the petition of Jose Carxillo, accom- 


| panied by a bill for his relief; which bill was read 


twice and committed. 

On motion of Mr. CLARKE, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be discharged from the consideration of the 


The SPEAKER. Does itcome from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs? 

Mr. HOLMES. Yes, sir. 

The letter was then read, as follows; 


* Navy DEPARTMENT, 
« Washington City, Junuary 14, 1846. 

“Sir: TL have the honor to enclose, for the information of 
the Naval Committee of the House of Representatives, a 
copy of a report made to this Department by Commodores 
Morris, Warrington, Crane, and Shubrick, in reference to 
the necessity and manner of increasing the Navy. 

“The resolution of the Senate committee having been 
somewhat more specific in its inquiries than that of the 
House committee, the enclosed copy will be found more 
detailed in its statements than that which [ had the honor 
to transmit to you during the last week. 

“ Very respectfully, yours, 
“GEORGE BANCROPT. 

“Hon. I. E. Houmes, &c., &e.”” 


The SPEAKER. How does the gentleman 


propose to dispose of this letter? 


Mr. HOLMES. 
table, and printed. 

Strong objections were made, especially to the 

rinting. 

Mr. HOLMES. 
it should be printed. 

Mr. CHIPMAN. Not at all; it is a private 
communication from the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. G. W. JONES demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion of Mr. Houimes, but withdrew the 
demand. 

Mr. BURT rose 
The SPEAKER. 
table is not debatable. 

Mr. BURT. I am aware of it. 
to debate. 

The SPEAKER. What does the gentleman 
desire? 


Mr. BURT. 


I move that it be laid on the 


It is due to the Secretary that 





The motion to lay on the 


I do not rise 


I wish to inquire whether this 


' communication embraces also the communication 
' from the Secretary of the Navy to which it refers? 


The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair knows of no mo- 
tion to print anything except what is before the 


| House. 


And the question being taken, the communica- 
tion was not laid on the table, nor ordered to be 
printed. ‘ 

And no action was taken upon it, 

Mr. T. B. KING rose and said: I have been 
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directed, Mr. Speaker, by the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to make a verbal statement in relation 
to— — 

Mr. G. 8S. HOUSTON, (interposing.) That is 
not in order as a report from a committee. I ob- 
ject. It is a matter which the gentleman endeav- 
ored yesterdny to cast upon this House, and which 
the rule pre cludes. 

Mr. I. EF. HOLMES. The committce have in- 
structed the gentleman to make a report, and he 
is now about to do so. 

The SPEAKER. The eentleman from Georgia 
{Mr. Kine] is entitled to the floor if he has any- 
thing to present to the House which is legitimate- 
ly in the nature of a report from a committee. 

Mr. KING. I have not endeavored to cast upon 
this House anything which it was improper to 
brine before it, nor to do any act which was not 
in perfect conformity with the views of the com- 
mittee of which Lam a member. 

Mr. CHIPMAN. I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman will state his 
point of order. 

Mr. CHIPMAN. It is this: That it is not 
proper for a committee to make a verbal report to 
the Llouse. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is disposed to 
think that any report from a committee, whether 
verbal or in writing, is in order, It is not cus 
tomary to make verbal reports, but the Chair 
knows of no rule of the House that prohibits them. 

Mr. KING. I will detain the House only a few 
moments. ‘The Committee on Naval Affairs 
thought it was due to itself, in consequence of the 
message which was transmitted to the Senate two 
or three days aro by the President of the United 
States, to make a statement to the House setting 
forth the reasons why it had brought forward no 
measures to provide for the increase of the naval 
servicer of the country. It is simply to exonerate 
themselves from any censure on the part of this 
House, or the country, that the committee desire 
to make this statement. 

The President of the United States, in his Annual! 
Messave of December last, recommended in vene- 


ral terms an increase of the naval force of the 
country, and especially of the steam branch of it. 
But no estimates from the Navy Department, em- 
bracing any views In relation to such increase, 
were sentin. The estimates from the department 
for the repairs and increase of the navy were pre- 
cise] y—— 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON, (interposing. ) I rise to 
a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia 
{[Mr. Kixe] will suspend his remarks. The gen- 
tieman from Alabama [Mr. Hovston] will state 
his polit of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is this: Whether it is not 
in the power of the House to make an order re- 
quiring the Committee on Naval Affairs to submit 
their report in writing? If so, l make that motion. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair is disposed to 
think that the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Kine] 
cannot make, in the form of an official report, a 
verbal statement; because every report from a com- 
mittee must be presented in some such tangible 
form as to be the subject-matter of any motion— 
whether to lay on the table, to commit, to post- 

one indefinitely, or any other motion—which may 
“ submitted in relation to it. rt 

Mr. KING. Ihave a paper here from the Sec- 
retary of the Navy which | propose to 

The SPEAKER. ‘The House may give the 
gentleman leave to proceed, if it thinks proper: 
but the Speaker is of opinion that, without such 
leave, the gentleman cannot make his statement: 
hecause it presents no basis for the action of the 
House; or for a motion to print, which is a uni- 
versal motion with reports of committees. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then! object to the gentle- 
man's proceeding. 

Mr. KING. [hold in my hand a communica- 
tion from the Navy Department, of the 8th of 
January last, which | ask may be received as part 
of the report which I am instructed to make. 

The SPEAKER. Is it a report from a commit- 
tee? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. _I object to the reading. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, (to the Chair.) 
Does the gentleman present this as the report of a 
committee ? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has already ask- 


ed that question, 
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[There was great confusion in the Hall.] 

Mr. McKAY rose to inquire if the morning 
hour had not expired. 

The SPEAKER said it had expired. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. DANIEL hoped the House would not put 
aside the regular orders of the day—the private 
calendar. 

Mr. KING inquired whether it was in order for 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. McKay] 
to submit this motion, when he (Mr. K.) was on 
the floor? 

The SPEAKER said, that whenever the morn- 
ing hour had expired, it was in order to make any 
motion, no matter what report or what business 
was pending at the time. 

Mr KING. Thad not yielded the floor to the 
rentleman to make any motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman had ceased to 
address the Chair. 

Mr. KING. For the moment I had ceased, 
whilst I sent a communication to the Clerk's table 
to be read; but I had not yielded the floor. 

Mr. MeKAY. As 1 understand that there are 
yet many members who wish to make reports 
from committees, | will withdraw my motion. 

So the motion to go into committee was with- 
drawn. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia 
{Mr. Kine] has sent to the Clerk’s table a paper 
which he desires may be read. The Chair now in- 
quires of the gentleman whether it is a report from 
the Committee on Naval Afiairs? 

Mr. KING. 1 stated that I sent it to be read as 
a portion of the report which I had been directed 
by the committee to make. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, (to the Chair.) Can 
the gentleman refer to this House any single paper, 
and say that it is a report in part, and then pro- 
ceed to make remarks ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 
the gentleman has a right to present any paper 
here, if it comes from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. Afier it has been presented, it is compe- 
tent for the House to decide what shall be done. 

Mr. 8. JONES rose toa point of order. He sub- 
mitted that the gentleman could only make a report 
from the committee in writing, such as they would 
be responsible for to the House. 

Mr. BAKER. ‘The Chair has decided that the 
report shall be read. If the gentleman over the 
way [Mr. Jones] does not like the decision, let 
him take an appeal, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Kine] has a 
right to make a written report from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, in any form he may please. 
The gentleman asks that the report may be read. 
But that is a question for the House, not the 
Speaker, to decide. A gentleman may ask for the 
reading, but the House must say whether the pa- 
per shall be read or not. 

Mr. 8. JONES. I say this, that the gentleman 


cannot make an argumentasa report, unless he pre- 


sents it from the committee. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understands the 
matter. 

Mr. KING, I certainly did understand the Chair 
to decide, at the outset of these proceedings, that it 
was competent for a committee to make a verbal 
statement by way of report,and to substantiate that 
statement by papers. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair wishes to be dis- 
tinctly understood. The Speaker, upon the first 
blush, when the g@entleman first rose, thought that 
the gentleman could make a report in any form he 
pleased, verbal or otherwise. But upon reflection, 
the Chair is satisfied that nothing can be ealled a re- 
port, or consequently be presented to the House as 
such, unless it comes in some tangible, palpable 
form, upon which the House can act. 

Mr. KING. Well, sir, I do not desire to detain 
the House, or to do anything that conflicts with its 
rules, its spirit, oritsinclination, If the House is 
not willing to hear the verbal statement which I was 
directed to make, I will withdraw the paper I sent 
to the Clerk’s desk; and submit it hereafter in wri- 
ting as a report from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

[Cries of ‘* Agreed—that is what we want.’’} 

So the paper, without having been read, was 
withdrawn. 








March 27, 
Mr. KING: [continuing and concluding:] And 
now I desire to make some reports from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, which are in writing, 

[These reports will be found under the | 
head.} 

The House consented to postpone other busi- 
ness, until the committees had been called throne. 


Mr. THOMAS B. KING asked leave to pre- 


TOT er 


, sent a resolution. 


Objection was made. 
Mr. McHENRY made a similar request. 
Objected to. 


RULES OF THE HOUSE, 


Mr. WOODWORTH (leave having been de- 
nied) moved that the rules be suspended to enable 
him to give notice that he would hereafter moye 
the following as an amendment to the rules: 

** Resolved, That the rule recently reported from 
the Committee on Rules and adopted by this 
House, in relation to internal improvement bills. 
be applied to all bills raising revenue or appropri- 
ating money.”’ rhe 

Mr. W. asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered; and, being taken, resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Anderson, 
Arnold, Ashmun, Baker, Barringer, Bell, Blanchard, Wji- 
liam G. Brown, Buflington, William W. Campbell, Car- 
roll, Catheart, Cocke, Collamer, Constable, Cranston, Cro- 
zier, Culver, Cummins, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Jefferson 
Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Dockery, Dunlap, 
Foot, Fries, Gentry, Giddings, Giles, Graham, Grider, 
Hampton, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hilliard, John Ww. 
Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hungerford, Washingten 
Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Danici 
P. King, Thomas B. King, Lewis, Levin, MeClean, MeClel- 
Jand, Joseph J. McDowell, McGaughey, McHenry. Me!) 
vaine, Marsh, Miller, Niven, Parrish, Perrill, Perry, Pollock, 
Ramsey, Relfe, Julius Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawver, 
Scammon, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Sinith, 
Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Starkweather, 
Stewart, St. John, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Ben- 
jamin Thompson, James Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, 
Tilden, Trumbo, Vinton, Wentworth, White, Winthrop, 
Woodruff, Woodworth, Wright, Yeli, and Young—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bedinger, 
Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Boyd, Burt, 
John H. Campbell, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, 
Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, Cufiningham, Daniel, Dob- 
bin, Douglass, Dromgoole, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, 
Goodyear, Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, 
Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, George 8. Houston, Ra- 
mund W. Hubard, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Geo. 
W. Jones, Lawrence, Leake, Leib, Ligon, Lumpkin, James 
McDowell, McKay, Barkley Martin, Moulton, Owen, Payne, 
Phelps, Rathbun, Reid, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Alexan 
der D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Thomas Smith, Stanton, 


| Sykes, Tredway, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, 


Yancey, and Yost—71. 
So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 


THE NATIONAL DEFENCES AGAIN. 


Mr. G. DAVIS moved that the rules be suspend- 
ed to enable him to offer the following resolution, 
which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to in- 
form this House whether, in his judgment, any tn- 
crease of the army or navy be now necessary and 
proper, and if any, what increase ought to be made 
to the army, and what to the navy, respectively. 


Mr. SCHENCK indicated a modification which 
should embrace the expense, but which Mr. Davis 
did not accept. : 

Mr. BURT moved that the resolution be laid on 
the table. 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution was not 
yet in possession of the House. 

Mr. G. DAVIS asked the yeas and nays on his 
motion to suspend the rules, which were ordered; 
and being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Join Q, Adams, Arnold, Baker, sar 
ringer, Bell, Blanchard, Buffington, William W. Campbell 
Carroll, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Dargan, Dar 
ragh, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dixon, Dockery, Foot, Gen- 
try, Graham, Grider, Hampton, Harper, Herrick, John W. 
Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler King, 
Levin, Long, MeGaughey, McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, 
Miller, Moseley, Pollock, Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, Root, 
Runk, Schenck, Seamau, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, 


' Caleb B. Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Thomas- 


son, Benjamin Thompson, Trumbo, Vinton, Winthrop, 


| Wright, and Young—61. 


NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 


| Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, 


Brockenbrough, William G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Reu- 
ben Chapman, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, Cunningham, 


| Daniel, Jetierson Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, 


Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, 
Foster, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Grover, 
Haralson, Harmanson, Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, Hough, 
George 8. Houston, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Jenkins, 


| James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, 
| George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, P 


reston King, Law- 
rence, Leake, T.cib, Lewis, Ligon, Lumpkin, McClean, 
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McClelland, Joseph J. McDowell, James McDowell, Me- 
Kay, Barkley Martin, Niven, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Per- 
rill, Perry, Phelps, Price, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, 
Roberts, Sawyer, Sawtelle, Seammon, Alexander D. Sims, 
Simpson, ‘Thomas Smith, Robert Sinith, Stanton, Stark- 
weather, St. John, Sykes, James Thompsen, Jacob Thomp- 
con, Thurman, Tibbatts, Wheaton, Wick, Williams, Wood- 
ruif, Woodward, Yell, and Yost—101. 

So the rules were not suspended, and the resolu- 
tion was nol received. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


At half-past two o’clock— 

Mr. PRICE (following up a motion made by Mr. 
Dantex, but withdrawn for the accommodation of 
the committees,) moved that the House go into 
cominittee on the private calendar. 

The motion having been agreed to, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Cotiamer, of Vermont, 
in the chair. 

The committee took up the private calendar, un- 
der the restrictive rule as to debate on the first and 
fourth Fridays of the month. 

Many bills were laid over, objection having been 
made. 

After some time, the committee rose and reported 
to the House bills of the following utles: 

A bill for the relief of Langley & Jenkins; 

A bill for the relief of John R. Williams; 

A bill for the relief of Charles McKenzie; 

A bill for the relief of David F. Williamson; and 

A bill for the relief of Cyrus Turner, with a re- 
commendation that the committee be discharged 
from its further consideration, in order that it might 
be recomimitted to the committee that reported it. 

A motion to adjourn, and a motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
were severally made and rejected, but no quorum 
voted. 

A second motion to adjourn was finally decided, 
by yeas 74, nays 65, in the aflirmative. 

“So the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented, under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 

By Mr. A. JOHNSON: The petition of Russell Goss, 
praying Congress to grant him a pension: which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. GILES: The petition of General Tobias E. Stans- 
bury, of Maryland, a soldier of the Revolution, praying for 
a pension: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition for a mail-route 
from Chicago, via Steam Mill, Edward Eldrege’s, Warren- 
ville, and Snyder’s Mills, to Aurora: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. The remon- 
strance against a division of Green Bay land district: refer- 
red to the Committee on Public Lands. The petition for a 
mail-route from Dutchman’s Point, via Sherman, to Litue- 
pe referred tothe Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads. 

By Mr. REID: The petition of Alexander Porter, and 70 
other citizens of North Carolina and Virginia, asking the 
establishment of a post-route from Jefferson, North Caro- 
lina, to Greer’s, Virginia: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of M. EF. Davis, praying for 
a compensation of a tractof land: referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 
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the time may be extended for proving up and paying for 
pre-emption claims upoa the publie lands. 

By Mr. FICK LIN : The petition of B. J. Harris, and others, 
of Jasper and the adjoining counties, Hlinois, praying the es- 
tablisbment of a mail, to be supplied with two-horse coaches, 
from Olney, in Riehland county, via St. Marie, Newton, 
the county seat of Jasper, and Greenup, the county seat of 
Cumberland, to Charleston, the county seat of Coles; and 
also a remonstrance, numerously signed, against the discon- 
tinuance of the route from Newton, in Jasper, to Greenup, 
in Cumberland: which said petition and remonstrance were 
severally referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

By Mr. MeCLEAN: The petition of Jacob Lehman, a 
soldier of the war of 1812, for arrears of pension. The pe- 
tition of Nicholas James, a soldier of the revolutionary 
war for a pension. 

By Mr. HOGE: The petition of 261 citizens of the State 
of Mlinois, and Wisconsin Territory, asking Congress to 
make an appropriation for the removal of obstructions in 
the Des Moines and Rock River rapids of the Mississippi 
river. The petition of 29 other citizens of Rock Island 
county, in the State of Hinois, asking an appropriation for 
the removal of obstructions in the rapids of the Mississippi 
river. The petition of 63 other citizens of the State of Mi 
nois, of like import: which petitions were referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

By Mr. HILLIARD: A petition from John EB. Jones, and 
others, in relation to the tenure of office of steamboat in- 
spectors: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CUNNINGHAM: The memorial of John N. 
Ford and John Scrivener, for additional compensation for 
extra services as messengers in the General Land Office, 
&e. The petition of William Collins and one hundred 
others, citizens of Preble county, Ohio, asking an appro 
priation for the completion of the Cumberland road, in said 
State. Also, the petition of M. Miller and one hundred and 
twenty-eight others, for the same purpose. 

By Mr. DUNLAP: The memorials of C. Rogers and thir- 
ty-four others, citizens of Freeport, and Asa Clapp and 
ninety-siv other citizens of Portland, Maine, remonstrating 
against the withdrawal of bounties on pickled fish exported 
to other countries: referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. NIVEN: Petitions trom citizens of Liberty, Sul- 
livan county, New York, in favor of a post-route from: Mon- 
ticello, N. Y., to Unadilla, N. Y.: referred to the Commnit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. TRUMBO: The petition and other papers of 
James Parker, of Lawrence county, Kentucky, praying for 
a pension for wounds received in the service of the United 
States in 1813: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. RELFE: The petition of George Ramsay, of 
Missouri, asking Congress to confirm to him a certain entry 
made under authority of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, but which was afterwards revoked. 

By Mr. DELANO: The petition of one hundred and 
thirty-five voters of Licking county, Ohio, praying for an 
appropriation for the erection of a wire suspension bridge 
across the east branch of the Ohio river, at Wheeling, 
Virginia. 

By Mr SEDDON: The petition of the president and di- 
rectors of the Tredegar Company of Richmond, Virginia, 
praying compensation for certain guns manufactured under 


| contract with the Navy Department, and rejected under new 


By Mr. JOSEPH J. MCDOWELL: The memorial ofsun- | 


dry citizens of the State of New York, asking that the law 
of 1842, reorganizing the Naval Department of the United 
States, be so amended as to prevent naval officers holding 
commissions under the Government of the United States 
from being appointed as chiefs of the bureaus therein cre- 
ated, and authorizing the appointment of civilians to take 
charge of the same: referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

By Mr. BENTON : The memorial of 137 citizens of Mont- 
gomery county, New York, remonstrating against the re- 
newal of letters patent to Benjamin H. Wood, for an im- 
provement in ploughs. 

By Mr. GOODYEAR: The petition of Chester Jarvis, 
and 13 others, citizens of Otsego county, New York, pray- 
ing for an increase of duty on coarse wool. A like petition 
of A. G, Moore, J.K. Lull, and 28 others, citizens of Otsego 
county, New York: referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 


By Mr. BROCKENBROUGH: The memorial of Joseph 


J. Walker, in behalf of sundry claimants for services and | 


supplies rendered and furnished to troops in Florida: refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. A petition from 
the land offices at Newnansville and St. Augustine, Florida, 
asking compensation for extra duties imposed by the Presi- 
dent and Commissioner of Public Lands: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. The petition of citizens of 
Walton county, Florida, for the establishment of a post- 
route from Geneva, in Alabama, to Weheeanna, in Florida: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. The petition of Mr. Price, of the State of Florida, 
for compensation for military services: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 
: By Mr. M. L. MARTIN: The petition of citizens of She- 
gan and Marquette counties, Wisconsin, praying that 


and unusual proof: referred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. BROCKENBROUGH: The petition of George L. 
Knopp and others, praying fortifications at Cape Florida, 
accompanied by a memorial from General Hernandez, Col. 
Hanson, and Don Venancia Sanchez, relative to defences 
at St. Augustine, and other points on the coast: referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. Also the petition of 
citizens of Benton county. Florida, praying the establish- 
ment of a new collection district on the Gulf of Mexico: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commeree. Also, the petition 
of Allen J. Johnson and James 8. Bell, for leave to reclaim, 
by draining, certain lands of the United States covered by 
water, for a stipulated portion of the same: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. HARPER: Additional evidence in favor of erect- 
inv a bridge over the Ohio river at Wheeling, Virginia. 

By Mr. JAMES THOMPSON : The memorial of the State 
military convention of Pennsylvania, on the subject of the 
militia system: referred to the Committee on the Militia. 

By Mr. MOULTON: The memorial of the proprietors of 
the Manchester mills, in New Hampshire, against a tariff of 
ad valorem, and in favor of minimum values and specific 


| duties: referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


By Mr. PERRY: The petition of Isaac Beall, praying 


compensation and pay for the services of his father, Thomas | 


Beall, of Samuel, a revolutionary officer: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. Also, the petition of 


| Gabriel Friend, of Alleghany county, Maryland, praying to 


be released from the payment of a note given for arrears due 
the Post Office Department as postmoster at Friendsville, 


Marviand: referred to the Committee on the Post Office | 


and Post Roads. 
By Mr. STRONG: The petition and remonstrance of 


| many citizens of Courtland county, New York, against the 


| and 173 other citizens of Brooklyn, Long Island, praying for | 


renewal of Wood’s patent: referred to the Committee on 
Patents. 


By Mr. SEAMAN: The memorial of Thomas G. Talmage 


a reorganization of the Navy Department. 
By Mr. WOODRUFF: The petition of Orime Wilber and 
others, of South Richland, Oswego county, New York, fora 


| national congress for settlement of national disputes, and as 


a substitute for war. 


By Mr. HILLIARD: The petition of Mrs. Catharine L. 


Moreland, of Alabama, praying payment for losses sustained 
in the Indian hostilities of the Creek country. 


By Mr. NIVEN: The petition of Benjamin Montanya, of | 


Sullivan county, New York, praying for the passage of a 
law to pay the heirs of B. Montanya, deceased, for services 
rendered and sufferings endured in the revolutionary war: 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: The petition of Rufus K. Page 
and 100 other citizens of Hallowell, in Maine, that some 


~ cer 
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substitute for war may be adopted in the settlement of dis- 
putes between nations. 

By Mr. BROCKENBROUGH: The petition of Antoine 
Woodehoi, for permit and patent of land to which he 
claims to be entitled under the occupation act: referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. ATKINSON: The petition of A. Augustus Cow- 
dery for the refunding by the United States of a sum of 
money paid by him for rent of a room for the use of the 
clerk of the United States court, at Norfolk, Virginia: re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. DIXON: The memorialot FE, Wolcott and 285 oth- 
er foreign and native voters of the town of Enfield, in the 
State of Connecticut, mostly manufacturers and operatives 
emploved in the manutacture of carpeting at Thompson- 
Ville, in said town of Enfield, setting forth that their skill 
aud labor are at once their capital and their chief means of 
subsistence; and that, it left to contend with the labor of 
foreign lands, our workmen will be reduced to a similar 
rate of wages, and a similar state of poverty; that under 
the present tarifl, they enjoy the benefit of protection from 
competition with foreign pauper labor; that if the prinei- 
ples of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury are car- 
ried out, their business will be ruined; and praying that no 
change may be made in the present tariff—such a change 
being calculated to injure the poor and the working man: 
referred to the Comunittee of Ways and Means. Also, the 
memorial of J.S. Kelloge aud 33 other citizens of Oneida 
county, New York, praying that the office of deputy cus 
tom house officer located in Utica, New York, may be abol- 
ished: referred to the Comunittee on Comumeree, — 

By Mr. DODGE: A petition from sundry citizens of 
lowa, praying that the lands upon which Fort Des Moines 
is located, may be granted to the county of Polk in said 
Territory: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. Also 
a petition fora mai! route from Keokuck to Fairfield : reter 
red to the Committee on the Post Offiee and Post Roads. 
Alsoa petition for a sufficient appropriation to erect a wire 
suspension bridge across the Ohio river, connecting the 
national road in Virginia with the same road in Ohio: re- 
terred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. Also a peti- 
tion praying that Skunk river may be declared navigable, 
&e.: referred to the Committee on Commerce. Also three 
petitions praying an appropriation for a survey of the Des 
Moines river: referred to the Committee on Roads and Ca 
nals. Also a petition for an appropriation of $10,000 to 
bridge the Des Moines river: referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. Also three petitions praying a grant of 
three sections of the inundated lands in Green Bay bottom 
for the improvement of the Territorial road from Burlington 
to Fort Madison: referred to the Committee on Publie 
Lands. Also a memorial of the Council and House of Rep- 
resentatives of Lowa, praying the passage of a law for the 
sale of the mineral lands: referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. Also a petition from the board of county 
commissioners of Dubuque county, lowa, praying for the 
reimbursement of certain sums of money alleged to have 
been wrongfully paid by said county on account of the 
United States: referred to the Committee of Claims. Also 
petitions from the citizens of Henry, Scott, Jefferson, and 
Jackson counties, and other parts of lowa, praying an ap 
propriation from Congress for the improvement of the Des 
Moines and Rock River rapids, in the Mississippi river: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. Also a petition 
praying an appropriation for building a wharf at Keokuk, 
Lee county, lowa: referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. Also petitions from the Legislatures of Wisconsin 
and Lowa Territories, asking an increase of the salary of the 
Surveyor-General of those Territories : referred to the Com- 
inittee on Pubhie Lands. 

By Mr. JEFFERSON DAVIS: ‘The memorial of the legis- 
lature of the State of Mississippi, asking for the gradua 
tion of the price of the publie lands in that State known as 
the lands ceded by the Choctaw Indians, and situate on the 
east side of Pearl river: referred to the Committee on pub- 
lic Lands, and ordered to be printed. Also, a memorial to 
the Congress of the United States, from the legislature of 
Mississippi. asking a grant of land, to be used in the con- 
struction of a road, which will promote the early sale, and 
increase the value of the public domain in that State: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. Also, another, asking a grant of land to aid in the 
reclamation from inundation of certain swamps in the coun- 
ties of Adams and Wilkinson, and for other purposes: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. Also, another, in relation to the Leaf, Pascagoula, 
and Checkasany rivers, and indicating the policy to be adopt- 
ed in reference to the publie lands lying adjacent to those 
rivers: referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

By Mr. HAMPTON: The petitions of Thomas Maylin, 
Jedediah T. Allen, and 140 other citizens of Salem, New 
Jersey, asking Congress to provide by law, in any constitu- 
tional way, for a proposal to other Governments that a con- 
gress of nations may be assembled to form a code of inter- 
national law, by which their varying interests may be deter- 
mined. 

By Mr. GARVIN: The petition of Josepli Robinson, for 
bounty land ; of Benjamin Perham, of like import; of Mary 
Green, of like import; of John Cripps, of like import; and 
of Tillinghast Mowry and Phebe Vaughn, heirs of John 
Mowry, of like import. 

By Mr. STEWART: The petition of George Weet, for 
a pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HOGE: The petition of 263 citizens of the city of 
Galena, in the State of Nlinois, asking an appropriation for 
the removal of the obstructions in the rapids of the Missis- 
sippi river: referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

By Mr. McCLELLAND: The petition of W. W. Mc- 
Louth and others, for a post-route from Fairfield to Dover, 
in Lenawee country, Michigan. 

ty Mr. WOOD: The petition of the Genesee Yearly 
Meeting of Friends, of New York, in relation to the aboli- 
tion of slavery. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of Mc- 
Henry county, IMinois, for a mail-route from Dorr, McHenry 
county, Hlinois, via Lake and Snyder’s Mills, to Geneva 
lake, Wisconsin: referred to the Committee on the Pot 


) Office and Post Roads, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satrurnpay, March 28, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday (the reading having 
been dispensed with) was approved. 

Mr. HENLEY, by leave, rave notice of a mo- 
tion for Jeave to introduce a bill for the erection of 
a dam at the falls in the Ohio river, for the pur 

ose of Improving the navigation of said river. 

Mr. YOST, from the Committee on Engraving, 
reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the maps accompanying the re- 
port of the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fiec, as transmitted to this House, be published, 
with part of said report which has been ordered 
to be printed by the House; which resolution was 
agreed to. 

A PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. BRINKERHOFY rose and asked leave to 
make a personal explanation. 

Leave having been granted, 

Mr. B. said: I do not take the daily National 
Intelligencer, but the tut-weekly only. The refore, 
for the first time this morning I have seen its re- 
port of the speech of the gentleman from Indiana, 
{Mr. MeGaveney,] a portion of which places me 
in a ridiculous position; and one which is aS un- 
true as itis ridiculous. ‘The gentleman, speaking 
in opposition to the bill reported from the Com- 
mitteee on Military Affairs, then under discussion, 
impugns the motives of members who favored its 
passage, and makes assertions characterized by 
what I cannot but consider an extraordiuary de- 
gree of recklessness. He says: 

‘“ He very well understood the maneuvring that 
‘was going on. Certain men, by a gerrymander- 
ing operation, were brought into Congress to 
misrepresent their constituents; and when they 
dreaded a reckoning, it might prove a very con- 
venient thing to retire from legislative toils to a 
post in the army. Provision must be made for 
gentlemen so situated. ‘Then members of Con- 
sress might become colonels, while their cousins 
and their brothers, and their family friends and 
dependants might be placed in the smaller posts. 


- 


- 


- 


- 


army, but very difficult to decrease it after men 
had wot a vested interest in a good living. When 
had the United States ever been known to do it? 
They had in one case, he believed, put a regiment 
of mounted men on foot, but no general reduction 
had ever taken place.”’ j 

The report then goes on to say: 

‘Mr. Barxernorr here interposed to remind 
Mr. McG. that the present number of the stand- 
ing army of the United States was much less that 
it had been at the close of the last war, and it 
‘would continue to be less, even should this bill 
* pass.”’ 

Now, (continued he,) ** Mr. Brisxernorr in- 
terposed to intimate to Mr. McGaveuey”’ no such 
thing. He did not allude to the reduction which 
took place at the close of the last war at all. The 
gentleman thought proper to construe his remarks 
to that effect. He setup a man of straw, and then 
knocked him down with an air of triumph—a mat- 
ter very easy to accomplish. What he (Mr. B.) 
did say was, that the peace establishment after the 
war, and the peace establishment before the war, 
was greater than the present peace establishment, 
and greater than the present peace establishment 
would be after it had been increased by all the ad- 
ditions proposed by the bill reported from the 
Committee on Military Affars. Yet the gentleman 
says that no such reduction has taken place. Now 
the Secretary of War and the Commander-in-chief, 
(who is the gentleman’s candidate for the next 
residency, I presume,) say directly the contrary. 

he report from the commanding general of the 
army, (General Scott,) communicated to this House 
at the commencement of this session, says: 

‘* Exclusive of commissioned officers, the 
peace establishment was, from 1808 to 1812, 9,128 
men; from 1815 to 1821, 11,596, (including, said 
Mr. B., not only Mr. Madison’s Administration 
after the war, but the whole of Mr. Monroe’s first 
term,) and at the date of the last reduction in 1842, 
11,510; since that reduction, as at present, 7,833.” 

This is the true state of the case; and it con- 
firms what I said in the debate alluded to. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit- 
lees for reports. 

THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
On motion of Mr. DANIEL, the House re- 


7 


It was a very easy thing to increase the standing | 


solved itself into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. 
Meltvaive of Pennsylvania in the chair,) and 


proceeded to the consideration of the private cal- | 


endar. 
On a suggestion by Mr. GENTRY, 
The bill for the relief of George Mayfield, which 


had heretofore been objected to, was laid aside to | 


be reported to the House. 


The bill for the relief of E. J. Weed coming up, | 
Mr. DANIEL briefly stated his reasons why | 


he thought it should not pass. 
Mr. POLLOCK said a few words in its favor. 


Mr. HUNGERFORD moved that the bill be | 
reported to the House, with a recommendation that | 


it do not pass. 
The motion, by ayes 65, noes 49, was agreed to. 


So the bill was ordered to be reported to the | 


House, with a recommendation that it do not 
WSs, 

The bill for the relief of Asa Armingion and 
others coming up— 

The re port, ona call, was read. 

Messrs. HAMLIN and A. JOHNSON opposed 
the bill. 

Messrs. CONSTABLE and 
briefly advocated it. 


Mr. GORDON moved that it be reported to the | 
House with a recommendation that it do not pass; | 
which motion, by ayes 80, noes not counted, was | 


agreed to. 
So the bill was ordered to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do not 


Miss. 


up— 

The report was read. 

Also, on a sugee stion by Mr. McGAUGHEY 
and Mr. MeCLERNAND, the report made by a 
select committee during the last Coneress. 

Mr. GROVER moved that the bill be reported 


to the House, with a recommendation that it do | 


not pass. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY spoke briefly in favor of 
the bill. 

Afier a few words from Messrs. McCONNELL, 
ASHMUN, and DANIEL, 

The bill was ordered to be reported to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

The bill for the relief of William R. Saunders 
and William R. Porter coming up, 


Mr. THURMAN stated briefly the facts of the | 


case, and expressed his own opinion to be that the 
bill should not pass. . 

Mr. LEAKE called for the reading of the report, 
(which was read,) and made a brief explanation in 
defence of the bill. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. JOSEPH J. 
McDOWELL, PETTIT, RATHBUN, GID- 
DINGS, and J. JOHNSON, 

Mr. DANIEL moved that the bill be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it do not 
pass; which motion was rejected. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Lieutenant Jonathan 
Dye coming up, 

The report was read. 

Mr. GROVER asked some explanations. 

Mr. J. JOHNSON gave them. 

Mr. GROVER moved that the bill be reported 
to the House, with a recommendation that it do 
not pass. 

A desultory discussion followed, in 
Messrs. THOMASSON, D. P. KING, GOR- 
DON, BARRINGER, HAMLIN, JOSEPH J. 
McDOWELL, RATHBUN, S. ADAMS, DAN- 


IEL, J. JOHNSON, and B. MARTIN, partici- || 


vated, 
The question on the motion of Mr. Grover was 
then taken, and having been agreed to— 

The bill was ordered to be reported to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

The committee then rose and reported. 

On motion of Mr. BRINKERHOFF the Com- 
mittee of the Whole was discharged from the con- 
sideration of the bill for the relief of John Stock- 
ton, and it was recommitted to the Committee on 
Military Affairs: 


On motion of Mr. DANTEL, the Committee of 


the Whole was discharged from the consideration 
of the bill to provide for continuing certain public 
works in the Territory of Wisconsin; 


And the bill to enable the Secretary of the Navy 
to purchase the right of using Mix’s patent manger- 
stopper ; 






LAWRENCE | 


A bill for the relief of Mary Ann Bruner coming | 


which | 
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|| And they were committed to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

| Mr. JAMES A. BLACK moved that the Com- 

| mittee of the Whole be discharged from the further 

|, consideration of the bill for the relief of Peter Gor- 

\} man. 

Mr. B. said that Gorman was contractor for the 
road from the Capitol to thg navy-yard and con- 
gressional burial ground. 1e contract was at a 
low price; the work was well done. All, I believe 
(continued Mr. B.,) who have examined the facts 
are convinced of the justice of the claim. The Sen- 
ate have acted promptly, and I learn unanimously, 
The committee of this House has done the same. 
Gorman is a poor man, and now pressed for the 
funds to pay his workmen. Gorman thinks, as he 
has labored to smooth our path to the grave, that 
we will not hesitate to acknowledge our oblivation. 
I hope the Tlouse will not disappoint this reason- 
able expectation. 

The motion having been agreed to— 

Mr. B. moved that the bill be put on its third 

| reading. 

Mr. HOPKINS objected to taking bills up out 
of their regular order. 

Mr. BLACK said this was a peculiar case. 

Mr. HOPKINS said there were many peculiar 
cases. 

Mr. BLACK moved the previous question. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order, 
| (as to the necessity of commitment,) in which 
| Messrs. VINTON, HOPKINS, and McCLEL- 
| LAND participated. 

The SPEAKER decided that the bill must be 
considered in committee before it could be finally 
| acted upon. ; 

Mr. HAMLIN moved an adjournment. Re- 
jected. 
|| Some further conversation followed, in which 
|| Messrs. RATHBUN, COBB, THOMASSON, and 
BOWLIN participated. 

‘|| When, on motion of Mr. BLACK, the bill was 
| recommitted to the Committee of the Whole. 


\| The bill on the Speaker’s table for the relief of 
|| the legal representatives of Col. William Grayson 
coming up— 
After a few remarks from Messrs. CLARKE 

'and RATHBUN, 
|| Mr. LEAKE demanded the previous question, 
|| which was seconded; 
| And the main question (on the engrossment) was 
| ordered. 
|| Mr. GRAHAM asked the yeas and nays; which 
| were ordered; and 

Mr. SEAMAN moved that the House adjourn; 
which motion (after some difficulty about a quo- 
rum) was rejected. : 

The question on the engrossment of the bill was 
| then taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 61, 
| nays 64. 
so the bill was rejected. 
And then the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, arch 30, 1846. 


{| SENATORS FROM TEXAS. 


| Mr. RUSK presented the credentials of his 
colleague, General Samvet Hovston, of Texas; 
which were read, and Mr. Hovsrow having re- 
ceived the oath of office, took his seat in the Sen- 


ate. 
| Mr. SPEIGHT observed that, under the Con- 
‘| stitution, further action was necessary in relation 
/to the Senators from Texas, to wit: their classi- 
| fication—and submitted the usual resolutions, to 
| the effect that the Senate proceed to classify the 
| Senators from Texas, in their respective classes of 
|| service, in the mode prescribed: which resoluuons 
were agreed to. Thereupon, three ballots were 
' nlaced in the ballot-box, and Mr. Hovsron drew 
No. 1, which assigned him to the class of Sena- 
‘tors whose term of service expires in 1847, and 
| Mr. Rusk drew No. 3, placing him in the class of 
| Senators whose term of service expires in 1851. 


PETITIONS. 


| Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of 
| merchants of Boston, pate telly praying that 
| 
' 


j 
j 
| 


1 
| 





the bill to fix the value of certain foreign coins, in 
computation at the custom-houses, may not be 
made to embrace Turkish coins; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Finance. 





1846. 


Mr. EVANS presented the petition of the widow 
of Samuel Frye, a soldier of the late war with 
Great Britain, praying a pension; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SEMPLE presented the memorial of A. G. 
Sloo, praying that a contract be given him for 
transporting the mail between the United States 
and Great Britain; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BREESE presented the memorial of Moses 
W. Strong, in behalf of citizens of Potosi, in 
Wisconsin Territory, praying a grant of land for 
improving the harbor at that place; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented the petition of citizens 
of Arkansas, praymg the establishment of a mail- 
route from Pilot Hill, in that State, to Rockville, 
Missouri; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CASS presented the memorial of citizens of 
Van Buren eaeensys Michigan, praying the estab- 
lishment of a mail-route from St. Joseph, in that | 
State, to Milwaukie, Wisconsin Territory; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the 
memorial of the assignees of the Bank of Alexan- 
dria, D. C., praying to be released from the pay- 
ment of interest claimed by the United States on 
the public money deposited in that institution; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. J. also presented the memorial of the legal 


representatives of Ethan Allen, praying remunera- || 


un for his revolutionary services; which was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of Gil- 
bert Stalker and S. B. Hill, asking compensation 
for a steamboat lost in the public service; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. | 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the 
following resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate the condition of the 
old custom-house in the city of New Orleans; 
whether it is now fit for the purposes for which it 
is used; whether the commerce of New Orleans 
and the public interest do not require the immediate 
construction of a new custom-house in that city, 
and the sum required for the construction of such | 
a building; and further, that he report to the Sen- 
ate the sum required for the improvement of the 
harbor at Ponchartrain, in the State of Louisiana. 

Mr. JARNAGIN submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That a report from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, in relation to creating a board of 
commissioners to adjudicate and settle claims ari- 
sing under the Cherokee treaty of 1835, be laid 
before the President of the United States, as con- 
taining the sense of the Senate. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MOREHEAD, from the Committee of 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Na- 
thaniel Wright, praying the payment of a cancel- 
led treasury note, which had. 
subsequently came innocently into the hands of 
the petitioner, stated that said committee had con- 
sidered the subject and felt it their duty to make a 
favorable report; finding, however, that a bill was 
pending in the Senate, affording relief in all cases 
of the nature of the one in question, he asked that 
the committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the subject; which was agreed to. 


' 


| which was read, and the report was ordered to be 


| printed. 


Mr. J. 


discharged from the further consideration of the 


peution of S. D. Duvall, and that the same be re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs; which 


| Was agreed to. 


Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee of 


Claims, submitted an adverse report upon the pe- | 


/ tition of Eli Hobbs; which was ordered to be 
| printed. 
Mr. D. also, from the same committee, submit- | 


ted an adverse report upon the petition of Orlando 


| S. Reese; which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. D. also, from the same committee, reported 


without amendment the bill from the House of | 


Representatives, entitled **An act for the relief of 
George D. Spencer.”’ 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (from 
the House of Representatives) authorizing the 
President of the United States to increase the rank 
and file of the army, reported the same, with an 


| amendment: which was read. 


| submitted an adverse report upon the petition of 


| William W. Hall. 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
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also asked that the above committee be | 


dian Affairs, reported a joint resolution authorizing | 
. y ° ~ . j 
/ the President of the United States to sanction an | 


agreement made between the Wyandottes and Del- 


| awares, for the purchase of certain lands by the 


former of the latter tribe of Indians; which was 
read and passed to a secogd reading. 
Mr. A. also, from the same committee, submit- 
— an adverse report upon the petition of Mary B. 
ook. 


Mr. A. also, from the Committee on Pensions, 


Mr. BREESE gave notice that he would on to- 


morrow morning, call up the report of the Commit- | 
tee on Contingent Expenses of the Senate, in rela- | 


tion to additional accommodations for the public in 


| the Senate chamber. 


_Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill to grant compensation to pen- 


| sion agents. 


Mr. A. also asked that said committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of Hannah Atwood; which was agreed to. 

[A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, announcing that the Speaker of said 
House had signed an enrolled bill,] 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a com- 


munication from the Secretary of the Treasury in 
relation to the public deposites, 


DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the fol- 


lowing resolution, submitted some time since by 


Mr. J. M. Cuiayron: 


* Resolved, That the President of the United | 


States be requested to communicate to the Senate 
copies of any correspondence that may have taken 


place between the authorities of the United States | 


/ and those of Great Britain since the last document 


been purloined and | 


transmitted to Congress, in relation to the subject 
of the Oregon territory, or so much thereof as may 


be communicated without detriment to the public 
interest.”’ 


Mr. WEBSTER rose and said: I shall advise 


/ my honorable friend, the member from Delaware, 


to forbear from pressing this resolution for a few 


days. 
There is no doubt that there are letters from Mr. 








| vious application. 


| might. 


| even to the extremity of war? 


| motives, ought not to be imputed. 
| President declared that, in his judgment, our title 
| to the whole of Oregon was “clear and unques- 
| tionable,” did he mean to express an official or a 
| mere personal opinion? If the latter, it certainly 
had no place in an official communication. 
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tion, by the two Houses of Congress. In support 
of this recommendation, he himself sent us, un- 
asked, at the commencement of the session, the 
correspondence up tothat time. Now, if that was 
necessary, the rest is necessary. If we are enti- 
tled to a part, we are entitled to the whole. 

In my opinion, the mistake was in calling on 
Congress to authorize notice to England of the dis- 
continuance of what has been called the joint occu- 
pation, wntil negotiation had been exhausted. Ne- 
eotiation should have been tried first, and when 
that had failed, and finally failed, then, and not ull 
then, should Congress have been called upon. 

I now go on the ground, of course, that the no- 
tice for discontinuing the joint occupancy is pro- 
perly to be given by authority of Congress; & point 
which I do not now discuss. 

It is said, indeed, that notice ts to be used as a 
Weapon, or an instrument, in negotiation. [hardly 
understand this. It is a metaphor of not very ob- 
A weapon seems to imply, not 
a facility, or mere aid, but the means either of de- 
fence against attack, or of making an attack. It 
sounds not altogether friendly and pacific. Ldoubt 
exceedingly whether, under present circumstances, 
notice would hasten nogotiation; and yet such are 
those circumstances that there may be as much in- 
convenience in standing still as in going forward. 

The truth is, that ereat embarrassment arises 
from the extreme pretensions and opinions put for- 


| ward by the President, in his Inaugural Address, 


a year avo,and in bis Message last December. 
But for these, notice would have been harmless, 
and perhaps would have been authorized by both 
Houses without much opposition, and received by 
England without dineatiathetion. Sut the recom- 
mendation of the notice, coupled with the Presi- 
dent’s repeated declarations that he held our title 
to the whole of the territory to be * clear and un- 
questionable,” alarmed the cowitry. And well it 
And if notice were required, in order to 
enable the President to push these extreme claims 
to any and every result, then notice ought to be re- 


‘fused by Congress, unless Congress is ready to 


support these pretensions at all hazards. Here 
lies the difficulty. Congress is not prepared, and 
the country is not prepared, as I believe, to make 
the President’s opinion of a clear and unquestion- 


able right to the whole territory an ultimatum. 
| If he wants notice for such a purpose, he certainly 


must see that it becomes a grave question whether 


' Congress will grant it. 


It was a great, a very great mistake, to accom- 
pany the recommendation of notice with so posi- 
tive an assertion of our right to the whole terri- 
tory. Did the President mean to adhere to that, 
, If so, he should 


|| have known that, after what has happened in years 
it 


past, the country was not likely to sustain him. 
Did he mean to say this, and afterwards recede 
from it? If so, why say it at all? Surely the 
President could not have been guilty of one sO 
small a part, as to endeavor to show himself to 
possess spirit, and boldness, and fearlessness of 
England, more than his predecessors, or his coun- 
trymen, and yet do all this in the confident hope 
that no serious collision would arise between the 
two countries. So low an ambition, such paltry 
When the 


If the 
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Mr. JARNAGID, thom the Consmnitiee on. Pri- McLane; but as the Chairman of the Committee 
vate Land Claims, reported 5: hill Aeheienliente tit | on Foreign a opposes this motion, I am to | 
title of the heirs and legal representatives of Julius | ctr nate Gaede Rade’ is 1 
Dubuque, deceased, to certain lands; which was | Senate. at the cisions aiaibieaie ous letters to the 
read and passed to a second reading. The report | ~ Yet. it j bei h o@e ‘ |] 
was ordered to be printed. | et, it 1s obvious, that as the Senate is called on || 
Mr. J. also, from the same committee, reported ] - ee de legislative act, it ought, before the 
# bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury, | t os chiaehiindy & to be put in the posses- os 
with the approbation of the Attorney-General, to || Sion o everything likely to influence its judgment; || ment, for so many years; for it is not to be doubt- 
uculiiss df Malte: Mshdets Ghatahend astm Gran ai otherwise, it would be required to perform high || ed that the United States Government has admit- 
eau Sesnat a Mississi pi'river, on which | legislative functions on mere confidence. There ted, through a long series of years, that England 
' 


| former—if he intended a solemn official opinion, 
upon which he was resolved to act officially—then 
it is a very grave question how far he is justified, 
without new lights, or any change of cireumstan- 
ces, to place the claims of this country, in this 
respect, on other grounds than those on which 
they had stood under his predecessors, and with 
the concurrence of all branches of the Govern- 





mes f : is certainly some embarrassment in the case. If || has rights in the northwestern parts of this conti- 
S no — - a — ; which was read '| the Executive Government deems the communica- || nent which are entitled to be respected. 
passe e secon — ing . || tion of the correspondence inconvenient, it can onl y Mr. President, one who has observed attentivel 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- | be because negotiation is still going on, or, if sus- |! what has transpired here and in England, within 
mittee on Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of | pended, is expected to be resumed. So far as ne- |! the last three months, must, I think, perceive that 
Thompson H., son of Phaes Hutchinson; which || gotiation is concerned, the communication, or pub- |, public opinion, in both countries, is coming to a 
was read and passed to a second reading. | lication, of the correspondence, may very roperly || conclusion that this controversy ought to be set- 

Mr J., also, from the same committee, reported || be thought inconvenient. But, then, the President |. tled; and is not very diverse, in the one country 
a bill for the relief of Elizabeth Jones, and others; '| has recommended the passage of a law, or resolu- | and the other, as to the general basis of such set- 








tlement. ‘That basis is the offer made by the Uni- 
ted States to England in 1826. 


There is no room to doubt, I think, that this 


country is ready to stand by that offer, substantial- 


ly and in effect. Such is my opinion, at least, and 
circumstances certainly indicate that Great Britain 


would not, in all probability would not, regard | 


such a proposition as unfit to be considered. I 
said, some weeks ago, that I did not intend to dis- 


cuss titles at length, and certainly not to adduce | 
But it appears | 


arguments against our own claim, 
to me that there is a concurrence of arguments, or 
considerations, in favor of regarding the 49th par- 


allel as the just line of demarcation, which both 


countries might well respect. It has, for many 
years, been the extent of our claim. We have 
claimed up to 49°, and nothing beyond it. We 
have offered to yield everything north of it. Itis 
the boundary between the two countries on this 
side the Rocky mountains, and has been since the 
purchase of Leuisiana from France. 

1 do not think it anportant either to prove or dis- 
prove the fact, that commissioners under the treaty 


of Utrecht established the 49th parallel asthe bound- | 


ary between the English and the French posses- 
sions in America, Ancient maps and descriptions 


so represent it; some saying that this line of bound- | 
ary is to run “indefinitely west,” others saying, in 


terms, that it extends ‘‘to the northwestern ocean.”’ 


But what is more important, we have considered 
this boundary as established by the treaty of 
Utrecht, at least on this side of the Rocky moun- 
tains. It was on the strength of this that we drove 
back the British pretensions, after we had obtained 


Louisiana, north, from the head-waters of the Mis- | 


sissippi to this parallel of 49°, 

‘This is indubitable. We have acted, therefore, 
and induced others to act, on the idea that this 
boundary was actually established. It now so 
stands in the treaty between the United States and 
England. If, on the general notion of contiguity, 


or continuity, this line be continued “ indefinitely 


west,’’ or is allowed to run to the * northwestern 
ocean,” then it leaves on our side the valley of the 
Columbia, to which, in my judgement, our title is 
maintainable on the ground of Gray’s discovery. 
The Government of the United States has never 


‘THE CONGR 


Mr. ALLEN said that the Senator from Mas- 


| sachusetts having expressed it as his opinion that 


the resolution calling for certain information from 
the Executive should for the present be suffered to 
lie on the table, which suggestion, he presumed, 
would be complied with, it beeame unnecessary 
for him to enter upon the discussion of that ques- 
tion at this time. 

The Senator from Massachusetts, however, has 
made this the occasion of doing what I estimate 
as of more importance than expressing his opinion 
on the subject of this resolution. Itis undoubted- 


ly true that, constitutionally, and in our intercourse | 


with each other on this floor, all the members of 
this body enjoy a perfect equality. But it is also 
true, that the long experience which some Senators 
have enjoyed, and the place they have acquired in 
the judgment of their country, make what they 
say upon this floor of much more importance than 
if it fell from the lips of some other Senators. The 
Senator from Massachusetts has, for the first time, 
taken this morning, in this Senate, a position on 
the question of Oregon. Not only has he done 
that, but he has taken extraordinary precautions 
against the possibility of his position being mis- 
taken—a precaution that grows by no means out 
of any want of capacity upon his part to speak in 
this body without the aid of elaborate notes. 
There is a solemnity in the form with which the 
opinions of the Senator from Massachusetts have 
been announced to-day, which, connected with the 
character of that Senator for ability and influence 


| in this country, makes that announcement of great 


importance in this contest. 
Three points he has distinctly stated: one is, 


Ua GLOBE. _ 


| of negotiation upon the basis of the propos 


March 30, 
That is the point to which I desire to attract the 
particular attention of the Senate. The public 
opinion of the two countries, according to the Sen- 


ator from Massachusetts, is converging to the point 


= ition of 
1826, and we all know what that was. Now thiy 


strange fact presents itself: that we started out at 
the commencement of this session of Congress 
with claiming the whole of Oregon; at the end of 
three months beginning to tremble on the 49th par- 
allel; and at the end of three weeks more fal}ino 
back even south of that parallel; receding every 
hour, until by the rules of legislative progressioy; 

three months more will bring us to the point where 
we will surrender the whole country to Great Brit- 


|| ain in order to get clear of a war. 


Mr. HANNEGAN. Let them try that! 

Mr. ALLEN. All these things ‘convince me 
that the President of the United States has no: 
committed a great error; but that he has manifest. 
ed great patriotism and great judgment in asserting 
our claim as commensurate with our title to the 
whole of this territory. ‘The whole of this dehate 
thus far, has proceeded upon the assumption— 
which I believe is unsustained by any reason or 
fact—a false assumption—that Great Britain has a 
just right to a part of this country; and that she 


| will sacrifice no part of her just rights, but wil] 


that, in his judgment, the President of the United | 
States has made mistakes in reference to the Ore- , 


gon question. He has, in the judgment of that 
Senator, made mistakes of several descriptions, 
but mainly in having asserted the title of the Uni- 
ted States to the whole of this territory up to the 
Russian boundary, and that in the Message in 


which he recommends the termination of the sub- 


sisting convention between the United States and | 


Great Britain. The Senator from Massachusetts 
thinks that by the assertion of that title in imme- 
diate connexion with the recommendation of no- 


offered any line south of forty-nine, (with the navi- | tice, the President of the United States has embar- 


gation of the Columbia,) and it never will. 
hooves all concerned & 
point. 
manently or for a term of years, that is all matter 
for just, reasonable, and friendly negotiation. But 
the 49th parallel must be regarded as the general 
line of boundary, and not to be departed from for 


regard this as a settled 


any line further south. As to all straits, and sounds, | 


and islands in the neighboring sea, all these are 
fair subjects for treaty stipulation. If the general 
basis be agreed to, all the rest, it may be presumed, 
may be accomplished by the exercise of a spirit of 
fuirness and amity. 

And now, Mr. President, if this be so, why 
shoula this settlement be longer delayed? Why 
should either Government hold back longer from 
doing that which both, [ think, can see must be 
done, if they would avoid a rupture? Every 
hour’s delay is injurious to the interests of both 
countries. It agitates both, disturbs their busi- 


ness, interrupts their intercourse, and may, in | 


time, seriously affect their friendly and respectful 
feeling towards each other. 
Having said this, Mr. President, it would be 


needless for me, even if it were proper, to add }! 


more. | have expressed my own opinions plainly 
and without disguise. I think I see clearly where 
this business must end, if itis to end without se- 
rious ediision; and I earnestly hope that those in 
whose hands power is, on both sides, will exercise 
that power promptly, in removing the great evils 
produced on both sides by the pendency of this 
unfortunate, disturbing, and dangerous contro- 
versy. 

It is not a ease in which either Government 
should stand on matters of form or etiquette. The 
interests ai stake are too important for that. It is 
net humiliation, itis not condescension even, for 


ether Government to signify to the other its readi- | 


ness to do at once what it sees must be done ulti- 
mately. ‘Thus far, the dispute does not touch the 
honor of either Government. Let, then, the pro- 
pitious moment be seized; let candor, and fairness, 


and predence rule the hour; and let these two | 


Freat nations be restored to the full enjoyment of | 
heir vast, useful, and harmonious intercourse. 


It be- | 


As to the navigation of the Columbia, per- 


rassed this question; and that therefore, whatever 
may be the result of the action of Congress upon 
the recommendations of the Executive, the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and not Congress, will 


| be held responsible before the American people— 


that all the difficulties which may énsue in refer- 
ence to the Oregon question are to be traced back 
to this error on the part of the President commit- 
ted in his Message to Congress on the opening of 


the session. ‘That is one of the points made by the 


Senator. 


Now, sir, this is the first occasion, I believe— | 


the very first occasion on which I have heard in 
this Senate any fault thus ascribed by any one 
who has no difficulty in comprehending what the 
President meant. Other Senators have said, “if the 
Message means this, I am against it,” and ** if it 
means that, I disagree with it.” But the Senator 


from Massachusetts has no doubt in his mind of | 


what the President meant; and with a full convie- 
tion in his mind as to what the President did 
mean, he ascribes to him the commission of a 


|| great error in this business, and therefore makes 


him responsible for all the consequences which 
may ensue. That’s one of the points made by 
the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Another point is—and it is a very important one— 


that in the judgment of that greatly sxpaciennod 
lic oping | 


and greatly enlightened Senator, the pu 
ion of both the United States and Great Britain is 
concentrating upon a fixed mode of adjusting this 
difficulty; and that that fixed mode is the assump- 
tion as the basis of the adjustment, not the arbi- 
trary line of 49°, but the proposition of 1826, 


| which went south of that line for the purpose of 
| national advantage, yielding up the navigation of 


the Columbia river to Great Britain. 

Now this thing is announced to-day, as the first 
announcement in the Senate of the United States 
this session of a disposition anywhere, (though J 


see it in some of the papers for the last three days) | 


—but the first announcement in the Senate of the 


United States of anybody, according to my recol- | 
lection, that there is the possibility, in any human 
circumstances, of the United States conceding to 
Great Britain the navigation of the Columbia river. 


| fight for this country with Great Britain. 


fight for them; and that therefore we must sacri- 
fice a part of our just rights, rather than fight for 
them. " 

Sir, if Congress had the first week of its session 
passed this resolution, and the next week had fol. 
lowed it up by a bill to extend our laws as recon- 
mended by the Executive, this Oregon difficulty 
would, in my judgment, have been, by this time, 
settled without blood or the loss of one acre of this 
land of the United States. But after we have wit- 
nessed, and the world has witnessed, what has 
transpired here—after Congress has faltered—oy 
rather the Senate has faltered, in the face of a vote 
in the House of Representatives of three to one, 
and one over—and after a distinguished Senator at 
the end of three months of time proposes to fal 
back on the Columbia river—I ask any man, wha‘ 
is likely to be the course of Great Britain? Sir, 
this course of ours seems to invite her to claim the 
whole. Every inch that we recede from the ground 
we originally took, multiplies the chances of a 
Every- 
body must see this. When she sees hesitation—~ 
when she sees divided counsels—when she sees 


' the President censured for the manner in which he 


has conducted himself on this subject—when she 
sees three months of time wasted, and the arm of 
the Government paralyzed at home, she will not 
hesitate as to her course of policy on this subject. 
Not at all. 

But the Senator has laid down another proposi- 
tion; and that is—I suppose in order to give public 
opinion in the two countries time to settle down 
upon the Columbia river as a boundary—that, in 
his judgment, we ought to drop this business alto- 


| gether for a month; that we ought to postpone this 


resolution. Postpone it! For what purpose? Why, 


until another steamer can arrive here and inform 


'us whether or not Queen Victoria is pouting at 


‘| us; to inform us whether or not the British Gov- 
ernment are pleased or offended with our doings 
| here. 


Sir, this is a species of national humiliation to 


which I, for one, will never submit. It is time we 
‘should not only speak, but act like men who are 


_ the attention of the Senate, 


i 
1 
} 


i! 
| 


.. by the force of the country. 


conscious of being the representatives of an inde- 
pendent Government, who understand its rights, 
and would assert its rights, without any reference 
to the question whether another Government was 
pleased or displeased. ' 
It was upon these three points I wished to fix 
cause, as I have be- 
fore stated, they have been made by that Senator, 
with his standing in the country—made with ex- 
traordinary solemnity—made with remarkable pre- 
caution, as to each syllable to which the utterance 
was given. All these things impress me with the 
idea that we are to have more trouble growing out 
of this Oregon question than we had before im- 
agined. If there is war between these two coun- 
tries on this subject, the cause of that war will be 
found in the Senate of the United States—it will be 
found in our hesitating course, in our divided 


| counsels, in the exhibition of an unwillingness 


upon our to sustain the rights of the country 
yt Se ut I will not tres- 
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ss on the time allotted for the general discussion 
of the question ; and as I believe the Senator has 
acquiesced In the suggestion that this resolution 
be passed over informally, I move that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of the special or- 
der of the day. : 

Mr. A. withdrew the motion at the request of— 

Mr. WEBSTER, who said: It is very true that 
| expressed, with premeditated precision, my sen- 
timents on this question. It is an important ques- 


tion; it has respect to the interests of the two na- | 


tions, and that in a considerable exigency between 
them. 


say that 1 do not think it would be very far out 
of the way if some other gentlemen would adopt a 
little of the like care to make their language ona 
great national question like this somewhat correct 
and accurate. 


| ary. 


land is not to expect anything south of that bound- 
y. And fam persuaded that the people of the 
United States—a great majority of them—are con- 


| tent now to abide by what their Government offer- 


ed to Great Britain in 1826. 


Mr. J. M. CLAYTON here rose and said: The 


' hour has arrived for the special order; and I do not 
| mean to detain the Senate from proceeding to its 


It is impertant, under such circumstances, | 
to be precise; and I may perhaps be permitted to | 


consideration. I feel, however, that it is due to 
myself to state, that in offering this resolution, I 
had not the remotest design to embarrass the Ex- 
ecutive of the United States. It has never, on any 
occasion, been my purpose to give any embarrass- 
ment to the Executive. I thought that there were 
many gentlemen in the Senate desirous of obtain- 


| ing this information, with the view of governing 


The gentleman sees fit to consider that this pro- || 


ceeding will be regarded as a national humiliation. 
J rather fancy not. 1 question whether the effect 
will not be directly opposite; and if any counte- 
nance in Great Britain, whether in high or low 
station, shall wear either a pout or a sarcastic 
smile, whether it is not more likely to be originated 
by what has passed on the other side of the cham- 
ber than on this. 

But one word ona matter more important. The 
gentleman says that I have offered as a boundary 
the river Columbia. Pray, let me be understood. 
Such a misapprehension of my words and my 
meaning as this shows, it seems to me, that I was 
not very far out when I took the precaution of 
reducing what Lintended to say to writing. What 
I said was, (and I presumed not to dictate to the 
Senate, or to speak as ex cathedra,) that in my 
judgment public opinion in both countries tended 
toaunion on the general basis of the proposal 
made by this Government to that of England in 
1826. And I now ask the gentleman from Ohio 
whether he does not think so himself? 
A.Len expressed dissent.] Well, then, does not 
he think that in this country public opinion is in 
favor of taking as a basis of settlement the parallel 
of 49? 

Mr. ALLEN, in reply, said: I have no idea 
that public opinion in this country has fixed or 
will fix on any line south of the Russian boundary. 
The proposition that the public mind, in both na- 
tions, is in favor of the proposition in 1826, will 
be considered as amounting to this, that we are 
willing to give up the navigation of the Columbia 
river. 

Mr. WEBSTER resumed. Well, if my opin- 
ion is so very tar wrong, if it is so wide from the 
truth as all that, why, of course, it will go for 
nothing. In relation to what the gentleman last 
said, | beg leave to state that what I said, with 
cautious care, was, that public opinion was settling 
on the line of 49° as a general basis of agreement. 
I did not say the precise basis of all that was 
offered in 1826, because I immediately added that, 
taking the parallel of 49° as a general basis, that 
then the navigation of the Columbia, either per- 
manently or for a term of years, and that of the 
straits and sounds and islands on the coast, might 
all be made a matter of friendly negotiation. I did 
not recommend that we should decide either one 
way or the other as to the use of the Columbia 
river. Not at all. What I meant, and what I 
said, was, that if 49° should be agreed on asa 
general basis, | was satisfied to negotiate about all 
the rest. But the gentleman from Ohio and the 


Senate will do me the justice to allow that I said, | 
as plainly as I could speak or put down words in | 
writing, that England must not expect anything | 


soutu of forty-nine degrees. 


1 said so in so many 
words, 


It is my opinion—I may be mistaken—but to me | 


it is as clear as the sun at noonday, that the strong 
tendency of public opinion is, that we ought to 
stand by our own offer made in 1826, in substance, 
in effect. 
by the honorable Senator from South Caro 
Carnoun] the other day? And has it not been 
proved that that has always been the extent of our 
—_ I think there are reasons why it should 
e. 

But I rose only to explain. 1 am of opinion that 
this question must be settled, and settled shortly, 
on the lel of 499. As to the navigation of the 
Colum ia, and the straits, and sounds, and islands, 
hall tat is a fit subject for negotiation. But Eng- 


And was not that the doctrine net (Me 
ina [Mr. | 


' the notice as being favorable to peace. 


their own conduct on this question. I supposed 
that the information thus sought would he essen- 


| tially pacific in its character; and I think now, that 


if obtained, it would probably increase the vote on 
Hereto- 
fore I have intimated, and desire to express again 


| the same idea, that my own vote on this question 


[Mr. 


would not be regulated by any information sent in 
reply to this resolution. I have long been warmly 
of opinion that the notice ought to be given, and I 
have publicly expressed that opinion in the course 
of the debate in this body. I think so now, no 
matter what may be the condition of the negotia- 
tion between this country and the Executive. 1 
think so, because the convention of 1827 bound us 
in such a manner—so shackled us that during its 
continuance it would be impossible for this coun- 
try to acquire a clear and perfect title to any part 
of the territory. We are now, as is known to all, 
peopling that country with American citizens. It 
is in our power to send one hundred emigrants to 
Oregon for every one England can send. And yet, 
while we are thus filling the country with Ameri- 
can citizens, we acquire no title whatever by that 
possession so long as the convention continues. 
While it remains, the possession of one party is 
the possession of the other. As an American, 


| therefore, [ am anxious to put an end to the con- 


, tion of it until the convention be abrogated. 


vention, and for the purpose expressed by the 
President in his Message, that we may the more 
effectually assert our rights there. I agree with 
the Senator from Georgia, that while the conven- 
tion lasts we have got to acquire a title to that ter- 
ritory, and never can perfect that title to any por- 
For 
this reason, then, as an American, I am anxious 
to terminate the convention. If I were an English- 
man, I should be equally anxious that it continue 


| in force. 


No matter, then, what may be the information 
obtained in reply to the resolution I have offered, 
I feel bound to vote for the notice; and IU prefer it 
in the form suggested by the Senator from Mary- 
land, [Mr. Jonnson,] which is but a slight modifi- 
cation of that previously offered by the Senator 


| from Kentucky, (Mr. Crirrenpen. | 


tion. 


the Oregon question ?”’ 


| reverse. 


One word in conclusion, in reply to the Senator 
from Ohio, [Mr. Atten.] He has charged the 
Senate of the United States with having embar- 
rassed the Executive during the present session by 
a refusal to comply with the suggestions of the 
President’s Message. 

Mr. ALLEN. Embarrassed the Oregon ques- 

Mr. CLAYTON. 


How? How “ embarrassed 


There is no party division 
in this Senate on that—that ever ybods knows. 
Probably there are as many Senators on this side 
of the chamber as there are on the other in favor 
of the measures recommended by the President. 
How, then, [ask again, has there been any em- 
barrassment of the Oregon question? Is it because 
we have not in hot haste passed the resolution sent 
from the House of Representatives? The honorable 
gentleman, perhaps, thinks that that ‘* embarrassed 
the question.’ But surely in no other way have 
we ‘embarrassed the question.’? Ever since it 
came up the Senate have been engaged in the dis- 
cussion of the merits of the question, with the view 
of calm and full examination of everything con- 
nected with it. There is not, so far as 1 know and 
believe, any disposition whatever on either side of 
the Senate to ‘‘ embarrass the question’’—quite the 

I believe there is a settled determination 
on the part of the great majority of the Senate to 
pass the measure which the President has recom- 


| mended, and that, too, in my humble judgment, 
| in the very shape in which it ought to be held by 
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the Executive to be most respectful to him. I hold 
that the resolution proposed by the Senator from 
Maryland, [Mr. Jonnson|—a slight modification 
of that proposed by the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Crirrenpen|—is a much more 
respectful and proper form of passing the notice 
than the resolution from the. House of Representa- 
tives, because the latter directs, orders the Presi- 
dent of the United States to give the notice. ‘That 
has not been the customary mode of addressing 
the President of the United States, at least since 
my entrance into Congress. We have always 
treated him heretofore as a co-ordinate branch of 
the Government, entitled to our highest respect, 
We have requested him—we have authorized him— 
and thatis the general shape in which we have 
given power to the President of the United States. 
| We have not * ordered’? him. But the resolution 
| from the House does * order” him. ‘The resolu- 
| tions of the gentlemen from Kentucky and Mary- 
land authorize the President to give the notice at 
such time as in his discretion shall seem most 
proper. I am of the opinion that, tn the judgment 
of the great majority of the Senate, this mode will 
be much more appropriate than the form proposed 
by the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Ke- 
lations or by the House of Representatives. 

I do not propose, as | said when I rose, to pro- 
long this discussion; I consented this morning, 
when the subject was first suggested to me by gen 
tlemen on the other side of the house, that this reso- 
lution be passed over informally. I supposed, fror 
expressions I heard from gentlemen on the other 
side of the house, that it would be more agreeable 
to the Executive if, for the present, it should not 
be pressed; and wile I think, with my friend from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Wesster,| that before a final 
vote is taken on the question of notice those Sena- 
tors who hold that the information that would be 
elicited by this resolution would be important in 
enabling them to make up their judgment, will be 
entitled to the use of it. | repeat that Lam not one 
of those Senators. Whatever may be the charac 
ter of the information, it will not affect my vote. 
The votes of others may be affected by it—proba- 
bly will be affected by it—and for that reason [ 
think it respectful to them, and perfectly proper in 
all respects, that before final action on this question 
the resolution should be adopted, to the end that 
the President, if he think proper, may send the in- 
formation in his possession to the Senate. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the joint resolution sub- 
mitted by Mr. Atien, as amended by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, proposing, &ec. 

Mr. BARROW addressed the Senate. It was 
said, he observed, at an early period of the session, 
by the honorable Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Ar 
LEN,| the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, that before the American people were 
called upon to take up arms in defence of their 
rights, their hearts should be prepared for it. He 

(Mr. B.) had supposed that, by this time, that 
| belligerent spirit which manifested itself on the 
other side of that chamber had passed uway; but 
from certain manifestations made there this morn- 
| ing, it was plain that the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations believed that, if he had 
| not himself, some one else had prepared the hearts 
of the people for war. ‘That was the conclusion 
he came to from what fell from the gentleman 
a few moments before. He seemed at once to 
kindle up and take fire at the idea which was 
| presented to the Senate and the American peo- 
ple by the distinguished Senator from Massa- 
'chusetts, [Mr. Wesster,]| that public sentiment, 
‘here and in Europe, had settled down, or was 
| tending fast to the point that this controversy 
' should be amicably settled on the parallel of 49° 
substantially. The Senator from Ohio, when 
called upon by the Senator from Massachusetts to 
_say if he concurred with him in opinion, that the 
| tendency of public opinion was to ed here 
and elsewhere, told them that he [Mr. ALien] en- 
tertained the same opinion he did at the beginning 
of the session, viz: that the people of the United 
| States, as far as he could discover what their opin- 
| ions were, were in favor yet of 54° 40’. That being 
his opinion, he must suppose some one else had 
prepared the hearts of the people for war: for 
whenever it was determined by the American 
' people to assert and maintain their title to 54° 40’, 
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they must be prepared to go to war. He (Mr. B.) 


| sition. The moment members were apprized of 


did not coneur in the opinion expressed by the | 


Senator from Ohio. He believed the public senti- 
ment was not yet prepared for a war with England 
in order to obtain the whole of Oregon. He did 
apprehend, three months ago, that it was possible, 
by deliberate, systematic, and persevering efforts, 
here and elsewhere, to mould the American mind 
into a determination for war on the subject of con- 
troversy pending between this Government and 
that of Great Britain. He said again, he did, 
three months before, apprehend that the Ameri- 
can heart and mind might be prepared for a war 
with England on the Oregon quesuon; he did fear, 
but that fear had passed away, that the American 
people might be induced to involve themselves in 
a war with their brothers in interest, in language, 
in religion, in descent, before they were made 
aware of the nature of the controversy subsisung 
between them and their brothers. 

Mr. B. said he had always belonged to the 
peace party on this question; and he, tor one, had 
never feared to express the desire—yes, the anx- 
ious desire, to see the controversy between Eng- 
land and the United States concerning Oregon am- 
icably adjusted on principles of compromise. He 
never had, and never should be, deterred from that 
declaration, for fear of being set down as one of 
the British party. ‘The peace party had been 
charged with timidity and extreme nervousness 
whenever England, and danger from England, 
threatened, ‘They had not in express terms been 
charged with cowardice or a want of patriotism ; 
but those charges had been made by inuendo 
against them. It was a very easy matter to ac- 
quire & reputation for patriousm and courage in 
the estimation of some, by always going to ex- 
tremes of language when a question was presented 
for discussion there, and deliberation elsewhere. In 
the opinion of some, perhaps, they could acquire a 
reputation for exuberant patriousm by mere words; 
but they made a great mistake who thought the 
American people were easily misled and deceived 
on @ question of that sort. He was one of those 
humbie American citizens who had no mterest in it 
more than thousands of others who felt a fear they 
should be brought into conflict with England. He 
(Mr. B.) confessed he feared war. He had been 
alarmed at the idea of war. And why? On ac- 
count of considerations personal to himself? No; 
but on account of his country. He regarded war 
as the greatest calamity that could befall the Amer- 
ican nation at this time. He had been alarmed at 
the idea of war, because, independent of its desola- 
tion—independent of the loss of property and life— 
he believed a war between this country and Eng- 
land would throw back the cause of civil, politi- 
eal, and religious liberty half a century. A mem- 
ber of Congress was in no personal danger in a 
war between this country and England. He be- 
lieved if war came, that his State would be one of 
the theatres of deadly conflict. ‘There were many 
considerations that would lead England, in case of 
war with this country, to invade Louisiana; and 
certain he was that their beautiful Crescent city 
would not escape, and that the majestic Mississip- 
pi would be stamed and impurpled with the blood 
of the best citizens of his State. He feared war 
on this account, and not from any abject feeling of 
personal fear. He knew that, if he chose, he 
could remain on his plantation and carry on his 
farming avocations unmolested by the enemy. No 
one in the land had any cause for fear who was 
able to hire a substitute. It was not men of 
wealth who had cause to fear a war with England. 
The army would not be filled with aristocrats, so 
called, It was the poor man who was to suffer— 
the mechanic, the daily laborer, the hardy plough- 
man, who was to be torn from his home and fam- 
ily and placed where his life would be in danger, 
although that life was necessary to the welfare and 
subsistence of his family. ‘That was the class who 
would suffer; not those who could hire substitutes 
-—much less members of Congress at Wasinngton 
city. Who would expect a member of Congress to 
ro into that war?—and, should it come, how many, 
he would ask, would expose themselves? He 
was of opinion there was as much bravery, in 
proportion to their number, inside the walls of 
Congress as outside, and no more; and if the Brit- 
ish should be guilty of the rashness and folly of 
again invading this city, did they think they would 
be in danger? Notatall. No man would be in 
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impending danger, they might, if they thought 
proper, adjourn to the highest peak of the Alle- 
ghanies. Of course the President and Congress 


| would retire to the Alleghanies or west of them; 
for he did not believe there would be a single 


| tucky or ‘Tennessee. 


danger, unless he placed himself in a peculiar po- || 


point of safety unless in some remote part of Ken- 
It was therefore worse than 
idle—it was ridiculous, to talk about personal fear 
as connected with that question. 

It was said that question was one which ought 
to soar above party. ‘That sentiment was an hon- 
orable one, and he concurred in it. 
question out of this chamber (he would say nothing 
of what had oceurred there) soared above party ¢ 
He (Mr. B.) wasa Whig, and hoped in God he 
should die one; and yet if the alternative was pre- 
sented to him of the total annihilation of the W hig 
party or a war with England for the whole of Ore- 
gon, (which he believed would be an unjust and un- 
necessary one,) he would say, annihilate the Whig 
party forever. He, for one, would not go with the 
Whig party if such a foul, abominable, and unpa- 
triouc spirit animated it as should drive it into a 
war with England for the assertion of our claim to 
the whole of Oregon. And were he capable of 
looking at that subject as a party man, he would 
out-Herod Herod himself; he would deal in the 
loudest denunciations of the rapacity, the domineer- 
ing Spirit, the insulting spirit of the English nation. 
He would do all he could to raise up the worst 
feelings of our nature here at home, an 
prejudices of the people on the other side of the At- 
lanuc. He would do all in his power to bring about 
the conflict, if he viewed that question as a party 
man. He would, of course, go for 54° 40’, and 
say and do everything he was capable of to bring 
England and us into conflict. And why so? Be- 
cause the convicuon was deep in his mind that, if 
this Administration, or any other, could involve the 
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| ages, as well as the plain principles of justice and 


But had the | 


excite the | 


nauion lm War in pursuance of any unjust claim, or | 


for the purpose of obtaining, by force of arms, pos- 
session of the whole of Oregon, the people would, 
in less than twelve months, if the forms of the Con- 
suituuon permitted such a thing, turn out the Exe- 
cuuive and his Cabmet. Their party would be over- 
whelmed, and the Whig party, as a matter of 
course, would come into power. That would be 


No Admimstration could stand twenty-four hours 
after involving the country in such a war, if the 
forms of the Constitutien permitted their dismissal. 
As ardently as he desired to sce the Whig party 
in power, he would be unwilling to-place it there 
at such a tremendous cost as a war with England. 
But was it true that the question was one above 


| was the best policy to be pursued in relation to t| 


truth, when they were gravely considering what 


° > ic 
| great interests of the American people; but in these 
days of corruption, ambition, and vain glory, but 


few politicians stop to consider the great jaw or 
the plain principles of justice and truth, in order to 


determine what they should do. The question 
’ 


| then, presented generally to the minds of people 


was this: What was the best policy in order to se. 
cure or promote the election of our candidates? By 
what means could they circumvent their political 
adversaries? Very few inquire into the Constitu- 


| tion, law, or the rights of other nations or persons. 


What had the Baltimore convention decreed ? 
They had ordered to be inscribed on their banne = 
the whole of Oregon, and the whole of 'J : 
That was one of the decrees of that celebrated coy- 
vention; and they had been told by the Senator 
from Indiana, (Mr. Hanneean,} that Texas and 
Oregon, being twin sisters, born about the 


v - 
eXas, 


same 


| time, it was incumbent on the Senate of the United 


States, or the Democratic portion of it, to stand by 
and go for the whole of Oregon up to 54° 40’, war 
orno war. That if they acknowledged fealty to 
the party at all, they owed it to that party to go for 
Oregon, war or no war, and more especially as 
‘Texas had been annexed, was now a part of the 
Republic, and represented by two distinguished 


| Senators there. 


Mr. B. said he concurred with the Senator from 
Massachusetts in the few remarks he made there 
this morning, that the first mistake made by the 


| President was in his Inaugural Address; and he 


| Address. 


party? ‘To the credit of both of the great parties || 


that divided the people of this country from its 
foundation tll then, tuey had hitherto been true in 
reference to the Oregon question. It had been 
viewed for twenty years by the American people 
as a national question, not a pariy one. But when 
a celebrated convention assembied at Baltimore, 
which, to use the language of one of its members, 
was organized by facuon and controlled by a dem- 
agogue—that was the language of the Senator from 
North Carolina when addressing the Senate—that 
controversy with England, which had been con- 
ducted by all parties as a great national one, re- 
ceived, for the first time, in that convention, the 
stamp of party. Why was thatdone? Because it 


was found necessary to make Oregon and another | 
y s 


great question at that time pending the rallying 
words ofa party. ‘The Democratic party consid- 
ered themselves beaten and overthrown on all their 
other issues, and they knew, unless they could get 
up new issues of an exciting kind, about which 
there could be much deception and humbuggery, 
there was no chance of overthrowiag the Whigs in 
the contest. ‘Therefore, the resoluuon was passed 
early on the morning of the third day of the con- 
venuon—he believed before breakfast—an hour to 
which there ought not, as there had been, objec- 
tions made; for, had it been done after dinner in- 
stead, it would have been attributed to excitement 
of a certain kind. That resolution said the title to 
Oregon was clear and unquestionable; that we 
ought to annex Oregon and reannex Texas. It 
was the first time that party views were brought to 
bear on that great question between the United 
States and England. In the primitive days of our 
Government it was customary for the President 
and Congress to consult the Constitution and laws 
of the country; to consult the experience of past 


felt at the same time great surprise that a Presi- 
dent, such as we now had, should have forgotten 
that there was some litile indelicacy, if not impro- 


| priety, in alluding to Oregon at all in his Inaugural 


No man could question the impolicy of 
the manner of his treating that question in his In. 
augural Address, They knew the sensation it 
produced elsewhere; and all who examined the 
matter must conclude that that was an unfortunate 
blunder on the part of the Exeéutive. It was not 
his intention to speak in disrespectful terms of the 
President, towards whom personally he had no 
unkind feelings. He was then, and hoped ever to 


| be, opposed to him and his party. He knew no- 
the consequence of a war for the whole of Oregon. || 


thing of his views or intentions in relation to the 
Oregon question further than he had revealed them 
to the Senate in his Message and correspondence 
communicated to Congress. But in looking at 


| these he had come to certain conclusions as to the 
_ motives that influenced the President in his man- 


agement of the Oregon controversy. If he (Mr. 
b.) should differ from some of the gentlemen who 
had addressed the Senate, and given versions very 
different of the meaning of the Executive, it ought 
not to excite surprise if he should differ from both 
as to the meaning and intention of the President. 
‘They had presented to them a most extraordinary, 
and he would say humiliating spectacle; it was 
certainly unparalleled in the history of the coun- 


_ try; nothing analogous to it in the previous con- 


dition of the country ever before occurred. They 
had one portion of the Democratic members of the 


| Senate giving their interpretation of the President’s 
| Message, and they had the chairman of Foreign 

Relations, the Senator from Ohio, who ought to 
| know from his position the views of the Presi- 


| 
| 


dent, giving his version of that Message. There 
never before had been a period when some one in 
the Senate was not authorized to speak for the Ex- 
ecutive, acquainted with his views, and ready to put 
those right who misconstrued his language or his 
views. While one portion of the Democratic party, 
whom he would cail the 54° 40’ men, told them tha‘ 
the President in his Message stood committed to 
the country to go for 54° 40’ or war; while the Sen- 
ator from adres said, if there is any truth in man 
or Holy Writ, the President was committed to o4 

40’; that if he should falter and turn back, and not 
go on leading his gallant followers up to the Rus- 
sian line, he would prove recreant to his party, 
and principles, as expressed at the Baltimore con- 
vention; that should he forsake his standard, bear- 
ing aloft the motto 54° 40’, it would sink him 
down to a depth of damnation from which the hand 


| of resurrection could not lift him: (He thought that 


was strong language of the Senator; and he (Mr. 
B.) was at first surprised at this hypothetical de- 
nunciation of the President; and was alarmed lest 
the Senator had caught a peep behind the curtain, 
and knew what the President would do:) in the 
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course of a few days, the Senator and the coun- 
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THE 


try were told by the Senator from North Carolina, | 
[Mr. Haywoop,] that the reading of the 54° 40’ 
men wes entirely erroneous; that they misrepre- | 


sented entirely the views of the President. en 
the Senator from North Carolina, who from all 
circumstances Was as likely to know the views of 


the President as any other, had told them that the | 


interpretation put by the 54° 40’ gentlemen on the 


President’s Message was wrong, that he had plant- | 


ed himself on 49°, from which he could not recede 
or advance, without rendering himself infamous, 
and worse than that, make the Senator from North 


Carolina to turn his back on him, his (Mr. B.’s) | 


fears subsided. He had listened to the honorable 
Senator for two days—a pretty hard task to listen 


so long to any speech—and he at once regarded | 


that as the right reading, and as ominous of a 
wish to settle on the parallel of 49°. 
was considered a little rash, and that a man sub- 
jected his opinion to be stamped as either factious 
‘or unpatriotic, who should undertake to say at this 
day that this Oregon controversy, from the time 
this Executive took it up till now, had been most 
awfully mismanaged. It was his opinion. He 


would express it, and give the reasons for doing | 


so, although he might be considered as taking the 
British side. Such a charge had no fears for him. 
He knew what he was himself, and he was known 
to his constituents, and to them he was ready to 
render his account. He again would say the Ore- 
gon controversy had been mismanaged. 


Now, as to the meaning of the President, he | 


could not believe he meant war, or that he desired 
to be so understood, when he gave his Message to 
the country, because, if he meant war, he would, 
or should, have acted entirely different. 
commended no preparation for war. He told them 
that standing armies were against the spirit of re- 
publican government. 


of the navy; but, what was far more important as 


a proof that the President did not mean war, was | 








was made before? He (Mr. B.) found fault with 
a subseyuent act of the Executive connected imme- 
diately with that proposition; and it was that act, 
and that act alone, if a conflict should unfortunate- 
ly take place between this country and England 
about Oregon, that could lead to it and produce it. 
He did not think the British Minister should have 
rejected that proposition as peremptorily as he did, 
unless he had instructions to do so. He knew 
nothing as to his instructions, and therefore would 


merely say he thought the British Minister had 


He knew it | 


committed a blunder. He had never understood 


| that an error of one justified or extenuated that 


of another. ‘The rejection of the British Min- 
ister was not in itself offensive. He had the 
example of our Minister—the last written letter 
of the Secretary—and if the italicizing (which 
seemed to be fashionable just now) was that of 
the Secretary himself, they had developed the ex- 
traordinary fact, in this enlightened day, of the 


| Secretary of the United States telling the British 


Government, as the reason of withdrawing the 
proposition, that there had been something on the 


| opposite side offensive to his feelings—that he and 


_ the President felt insulted by the manner of the re- 


jection of their proposition, ‘That was indeed go- 
ing back to the dark ages—to the times when an 
insult to a king’s favorite or his mistress, led to 
calamitous wars. le did not impugn their mo- 


|| tves—they were known to God aione; but he 
| would say thatthe Executive ought never to have 


| withdrawn his proposition. 


Why withdraw it? 
If made in good faith, why withdraw it?) He was 


no diplomatist; but he would undertake to say, 


He re- || 


the fact of his recommending the Secretary of the | 


re to repeal the tariff—a measure that would 


atonce deprive them of the means of carrying on || 
But he could not mean to settle on 499°; | 


the war. 
for, had he been so desirous, he had it in his power. 
He (Mr. B.) could not come to any other conclu- 
sion on that difficult question than this: that the 
President intended to 
that he might fall on either side, as might be desi- 


rable; that if public sentiment should come up | 


loudly in favor of 54° 40’, war, or no war, the 


if the sober judgment of the American people, after 
they came to investigate the question, should de- 


cide in favor of an amicable arrangement on the |! 


|| tulio—would not have existed. 
lace himself on the fence, || 


parallel of 49°, why, then, some of his faithful | 
friends, practised in special pleading, could get up | 


there and show he was from the beginning in favor 
of 49° and against 54° 40’. 


That was his (Mr. | 


B.’s) conclusion from reading the Message, and | 


hearing the elaborate and ingenious reading of it | 


given by the friends of the President on the other 
side of the chamber—that he never went for either 


49° or 54° 40’, but placed himself on the fence, | 


ready to drop on either side, if necessary. 


Mr. B. would now state a few reasons why he | 


thought the President and his advisers had mis- |, Union—published to the world that the Executive 


| intended to go for 54° 40’—that our title was un- | 
broken—was a unit from 42° to 54° 40’; and called | 
upon the party to sustain on that the Administra- 
lt was a most inflammatory appeal to the | 
Democratic party to stand by the Executive up to | 
| 54° 40°. Hehe 
| and that was one of his reasons for saying that the | 
whole business had been mismanaged. Mr. B. then | 
| proceeded at some length to express his views on | 
the question whether the Union was or was not the | 
He blamed that paper | 


managed that question. He would refer to the 
first letter addressed by the British Minister to the 
ee of State, the object of which was to re- 
new with the new Administration a negotiation 
that had been before the preceding one. ‘The Sec- 
retary of State, in his reply, first proceeded to ar- 
gue the question of title; and before the proposition 
to settle is submitted to the British Minister, he 
told him many things that ought not to be said, if 
his object had been to induce the British Minister 
to accept his proposition. He told him if the 
question had been a new one, he would have made 
no offer at all; and that, finding negotiations pend- 
ing.on principles of compromise on coming into 
office, he did not wish to terminate them; and that, 
while he felt our title good up to 54° 40’, he felt 
constrained, from the state of the negotiations, and 


\| 





\| 
| 


sition. And what was that? A proposition as | 


advantageous to Great Britain as that offered by || ominous of peace, and were delighted. He did 


_ not so interpret it. 


his predecessors? Not at all. 
felt any obligation to make a proposition because 


his predecessors had done so, did not that obliga- | 


uon demand also that it 


But if the President | 


as the present Secretary had. 


| question yet. 


|| tlement of the question. 
President could get on that side of the fence; but | 


| ican people. 


| tion. 


| that never before, when a great question like that 


was involved, when a proposition of settlement 
was made, that it was the ultimatum, unless so 


| said expressly at the time of offering it. ‘The Sec- 
| retary of State at an earlier period [Mr. CaLnoun] 
He recommended no in- | 
crease of the army, and but a very trifling increase | 


properly refused arbitration at that time. He 
stated the reasons, and did not blink the question 
If that proposition 
had not been withdrawn, the question would have 
been at this moment settled—settled by treaty. 
His reason for that belief was the declaration of 
the British Minister of the Crown that the proposi- 
tion should not have been rejected by the Plen- 


ipotentiary here before submitting it to the Gov- 


ernment at home. The point of honor-—the punc- 
He would not be 
surprised if that punctilio became a very serious 
But he trusted that such a cobweb 
would not be allowed to stand in the way of a set- 
Punctilios had destroyed 
many lives in private affairs. Good never came 
ofthem. In his State, he had known more than a 
dozen most valuable lives lost by cowardly ad- 
herence to punctilios, after they had placed their 
honor and their lives in the hands of injudicious 
friends. Well, the negotiation ended—ended. 
What next? The correspondence terminated in 
August. There is an end, therefore, of this nego- 
tiation. Ended and terminated by a most improper 


_and unprecedented withdrawal of a proposition, 
|| not stated to be the ultimatum. 


So far as he knew, 
its very existence was kepta secret from the Amer- 
Nay, he believed it was denied. 
One thing he knew, that in November, a paper 
supposed to be the organ of the President—the 


held the President responsible for that, 


organ of the Executive. 


for appealing to a party. The article went to 
England, produced a great effect there at the time. 
It still was exercising its effect. 


that over. Congress met; then came the Mes- 


|| sage—that mysterious document, according to the 
by respect to his predecessors, to submit A propo- | 


various readings of the gentlemen on the other 
side—and it had a great effect. Some thought it 


He did not know there was 
any negotiation till he read the Message at Rich- 
mond, on his way here. 


It excited the | 
English people in a great degree. He would pass | 


His fears were then in- | 
should be as favorable as || creased, not allayed. His apprehensions were || the title by inevitable destiny. Nor would he 
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| augmented, though the Message appeared to have 


a sedative effect on the people who had imagined 
that war was about to come. What was the spirit 
of that Message? Was it, indeed, calculated to 
allay excitement across the water, or remove pre- 
judices and obstacles in the way of an amicable 
adjustment of this difficulty? Was it such a mes- 
sage as the Executive would have written had he 
really desired a specdy and peaceful settlement of 
the controversy? No. There were two or three 
subjects ** lugged’’ into it calculated to excite the 
people, and render more complicated this Oregon 
question. Why, it had so excited the chairman of 
Foreign Relations [Mr. Atven] that he burst out 
quite ina flame this morning, and said he had 
never heard of such a thing this session as a prop- 
osition to settle on 49°, with the navigation of the 
Columbia offered to Great Britain. ‘The fact was, 
the Administration was constantly shifting its 
ground, The President took the position that na- 
tional interest forbade the yielding up the naviga- 
tion of the Columbia. Well, that was just about 
as valuable as the navigation of Goose creek, or 
Tiber, (that was the classical name,) which ran 
through the city of Washington. What other mat- 
ter was forced into the Message? And here he 
would say that he must not be told that British 
sentiment was not to be consulted. A majority of 
the Senate and of the American pebple were quite 
of a different opinion. Well, the President stepped 


out of his way to tell England that no European 


Power must hereafter be allowed to colonize any 
part of the North American continent. Why put 
forth such a sentiment? Was it needful at this 
juncture? Was it wise or prudent? They knew 
the effect of a similar declaration by Mr. Monroe, 
and then it was under quite different circumstances 
from those which surrounded the President when 
he wrote this Message. Mr. Rush, in his last 
book, described the etfect of Mr. Monroe’s declara- 
tion on the British mind, and on the negotiation 
with which he was charged. Mr. Rush said that 
it produced a ferment in the English mind, and 
operated most prejudicially on the negotiation. 
Mr. B. here deseribed the circumstances under 
which the declaration of Mr. Monroe was made, 
showing that it was supposed that it would have a 
good eflect in checking European interference in aid- 
ing old Spain to reconquer her revolted provinces. 
Great Britain, on account of her commercial in- 
terests, desired to see the provinces independent; 
and a knowledge of that had its weight in pro- 
ducing the declaration. He (Mr. B.) would take 
that occasion of expressing his decided disappro- 
bation of the principle of that declaration. Lt was 
an unjust, aaeudade and wicked principle. If it 
was ever acted upon, the present institutions of 
the country must be changed for a despotism. He 
admitted that a case might arise where the Govern- 
ment of the United States would be called upon in 
self-defence to say that Europe must not touch this 
or that colony. But that was the exception—the 
general rule was false and pernicious. ‘To act in 
the manner held forth in these declarations, an 
army like that of Russia, and a navy like that of 
England, would be necessary. But how would 
it interfere with their rights and liberties if any 
foreign Power would undertake to colonize Pata- 
gonia or Peru? In his judgment, an infusion of 
European intelligence and civilization would great- 
ly advance the cause of liberty in these South 
American republics. There was no such thing as 
true liberty on this continent beyond the limits of 
the United States. Those republics, therefore, 
although we might desire to see them prosperous, 
were not so intimately connected with the United 
States as to justify this Government in such chiv- 
alric declarations in their behoof. It was, there- 
fore, indiscreet and uncalled-for in the President, 
to put such a doctrine into his Message. Now, he 
would say a few words about the title. If the 
Court of Queen’s Bench were called on to try 
the case, the United States being the defendant, 
the decision would be that England had no title. 
And if the Supreme Court of the United States 
were to try the case, the United States being plain- 
tiff and England the defendant, the former would 
be nonsuited. A distinguished individual had 
made the notable discovery that the original grant 


of the United States was to be found in the Book 
| of Genesis, and an act confirmatory of it in the 


Book of Psalms. He would not say anything 
about that. Nor would he say anything about 
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say anything about the title by a bull of the Pope 
of Rome. 


| 
He would say that if they had as clear | 


| now, his views had changed. 


a title to Oregon as they had to the District of Co- || 


lumbia, he would not give up an inch of the ter- 
ritory. 

Mr. B. then discussed, at some length, the title, 
and ¢ xpressed his views. 
that the balance of the civilized world should de- 
mand of the United States and England a settle- 
ment of this controversy on principles of mutual 


compromise. He hoped the United States Gov- 


ernment would not be ashamed to do what the | 


American people demanded—that was, an amica- 
ble settlement. Away with punctilios, and let the 
ultimatum be made—leaving it to England to say 
whether peace was to continue. In that case Ene- 
land would settle it—the world would rejoice—and 
the President and his Cabinet would be crowned 
with glory. As tothe notice, his opinion had been 
totally changed since he came to Washineton. He 
was formerly opposed to it, as in his judgement, a 
war measure, 


The convention he had regarded | 


as a bond of peace on both nations. But the ques- | 


tion he now regarded in a different light. He 


never was ashamed to avow a change of opinion } 


after due reflection. 
oueht to be fwiven as a measure te nding to peace, 


He now believed that notice | 


If it is not given in the present state of the contro- | 
versy, he regarded it as prernant with danger, || 


He was in favor of notice instanter. He was not 


in favor of tying up the President’s hands. Why? | 


It was 
Perhaps 
it was not right for him to move—nor would the 
British Government move—till Congress had final- 
ly acted on this question of notice, “Therefore he 
notice given quickly. Every day of 
postponement increased the doubt of a peaceful 
Hie was opposed to the form proposed 
hy the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Coneuirt. | 
He never had been in favor of a division of the 
Columbia, and therefore he was opposed to that 
resolution, apprehending—thouch he was sure the 
mover did not intend that—that Great Britain 


wished a sneedy settlement. 
for the President to move or stand still. 


Because he 


wit he d the 


settioment, 


He then went on to say || 





| Under the cireum- 
stances, he believed it was due to the President, 
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| Mr. SCHENCK inquired if it would be in order 
| to make an explanation ? 5 


and Secretary of the Navy, as well as to the Com- | 


mittee on Naval Affairs, that the document should 
be printed. 


If the people regard the recommenda. | 


tions for building seventy-five ships of war and | 
steamers, at a cost of over twenty-one millions of | 
dollars, to be signally extravagant, neither the | 
| President, Secretary, or committee, will be found 


in any way implicated in it. 
far from adopting the recommendations of the 
chiefs of the bureaus, the Secretary, in his written 
communication to the committee, recommended the 
building of ten war steamers only. 
mendation had the sanction of the President, and 
was adopted by the committee. A_ bill was re- 


| ported in conformity with it, which is now pend- 


ing befere the Senate. Now, although he was 


_orce opposed to the printing of this report from 
| the chiefs of the naval bureaus for the reasons sta- 


ted, he could not oppose it longer. Insinuations 
had been so frequently made, especially in the 
public prints, that this paper had been withheld for 
improper and sinister purposes, and that, if made 
public, it would implicate the President and Secre- 
tary of the Navy, or the committee in something 
wrong, that he now felt it was due to them to let 
the document go forth to the public. He therefore 
moved that it be printed. 


The question was then put, decided affirmatively, 


This recom- | 


| and the document presented was ordered to be | 


printed. 
Mr. SEVIER then moved that the Senate go 


| into executive session for a few moments. 


Amid cries of ** No, no,” the question was put 
and negatived. 
A division was then called for, and, by a vote of 
fifteen to sixteen, the motion was rejected. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATIONS. 


The bill from the House of Representatives ma- 


|| king appropriations for supplying deficiencies in 
| the naval appropriations of the last fiscal year, was 


mieht suppose they were willing to divide between | 


the 49th parallel and the Columbia. 
notice, and for notice immediately. If a treaty 
was to come, let it come when the Senate was in 


He went for | 


session, and not in vacation, when parties might | 


he organized to oppose it; and if there was to be 
no treaty, let Congress know it before it adjourn- 
ed, so that the proper preparations might be made. 
Tet the notice, then, be given at once. Then a 


treaty, if to be made, would come before the first | 
of Aurust, so that it might be ratified; and if not, | 


Congress might be 
necessary appropriations for the defence of the 
country. 


xO that 


NAVAL ESTIMATES. 


ready to vote the | 


Mr. CASS then moved that the Senate adjourn; 


but withdrew his metion at the request of 


Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Na- | 
val Affairs, who said that he desired to present a | 
communication from the chiefs of the naval bureaus | 
to the Secretary of the Navy; a document called | 
for by the resolution of the Senate directing the | 


Committees on Military and Naval Affairs to lay 
before the Senate the estimates communicated to 
them by the respective Secretaries of War and 
Navy for the increase of the naval and military 
means of the defence of the country. Mr. F. said 
he availed himself of the occasion to avow,in three 
words, the reasons for his having withheld this 
document from the Senate heretofore. The first 


reason, he had already stated to the Senate on a | 
former occasion—to wit, that the document was | 
not placed in the hands of the committee for the | 


purpose of being presented to the Senate and print- 
ed. On the contrary, the committee were request- 


ed, afier using it, to return it again to the Secre- | 


tary, Which had accordingly been done. Again, 
although he had no doubt the Seeretary of the 


Navy would have cheerfully acquiesced in a re- | 


quest to return it again to the committee for the 
purpose of being presented to the Senate and print- 
ed, if he had understood the Senate as wishing it, 


yet he (Mr. F.) was unwilling to ask for the re- |! 


turn for such purpose. He was opposed to the 


printing, for this and for no other reason, that the 


extravagance of the recommendations of the chiefs 
of the naval bureaus contained in this document, 
would tend to prejudice the country against these 
heads of bureaus if not against the navy itself. But 


then read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. CASS, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 30, 1846. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and ap-. 
| proved. 


DEFICIENCIES IN APPROPRIATIONS. 


On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House resolved || 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Preston Kine in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the bill to supply de- 
ficiencies in the appropriations for certain objects 
made for the service of the fiscal year ending the 
30th of June, 1846. 7 


The pending question was on the motion of Mr. , 


McKay, to amend the item making an appropria- 
tion for the Documentary History, by adding 
thereto the following proviso, (being the same as 
that appended in the fill to the item for the Con- 
gressional Globe and Appendix:) 

‘Provided, That this appropriation, or any le- 
gislation heretofore had in relation to said work, 
shall not be deemed to authorize any further sub- 
scription to said work, or the purchasing any fur- 
‘ther volumes thereof.’’ 

The question was taken, and the vote was an- 
nounced; but the Chairman spoke in so low a tone 
that the reporter could hear nothing beyond the 
fact that no quorum voted. 

Tellers were ordered, (after some conversation 
between Mr. SAWYER and the Chair,) and the 
vote being again taken, stood ayes 71, noes 56. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


- 


. 


The CHAIRMAN said no: debate had been 
foreclosed by the order of the House. 

Mr. SCHENCK asked permission to inform 
the House that the appropriation had received the 
unanimous recommendation of the Naval Com. 


mittee. 


On the contrary, so || 


The CHAIRMAN said it would not be in order. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE supposed, he said, that jr 
would not be in order even to read a document. — 


The CHAIRMAN said no. The House was 


| dividing. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE thought that some explan 
tion should be given. 

The question was then taken, and the vote stood 
ayes 59, noes 49. No quorum voting. 

Another count was demanded and taken, and the 
vote stood, ayes 73, noes 58. 

So the item was stricken out. 


Mr. STANTON (under instructions, he said, 


a- 


| from the Naval Committee) offered the followin 


amendment: 


“To pay Charles Reeder for services asa mem- 


| * ber of said board of examiners, $3,185. 


“To pay Walter R. Johnson for services as 4 
‘member of the said board, $2,340, and for services 
‘in experimenting upon coal, $611.”’ 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CHIPMAN indicated, but did not make, a 
motion to strike out the item reimbursing the 
Philadelphia board of underwriters for expenses 


| paid and to be paid by them in maintaining the 


light on the Delaware breakwater. 


The following item being under consideration: 

‘* For outfits of chargés d’affuires to ‘Texas, Aus- 
tria, Peru, and Venezuela, $500’’— 

Mr. COBB offered the following amendment: 

** And that the proper accounting officers of the 
‘ Treasury are hereby authorized and directed to 


| allow to Wm. H. Stiles, Chargé d’Affaires to 


‘ Austria, his salary from the 10th of June, 1845, 


| and to pay the same out of &ny unexpended bal- 


Mr. SAWYER now moved to strike out the | 


whole item as thus amended; which motion was 
rejected. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved to strike out the 
following item: 

** To pay balance due Thomas P. Jones for ser- 
‘ vices as a member of the Board of Examiners 
| * for making experimental trials of inventions and 
| * plans to prevent the explosion of steam-boilers, 

* 42.250.”? 

| The vote was taken, and the result not heard, but 
| no quorum voted, and Tellers were crdered. 


‘ance of the appropriations for salaries of the 
‘ chargés d’affaires of the United States.”’ 
Which amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CULVER moved to strike out the follow- 
ing item: 

‘‘ For repairing of the State artillery of the State 
‘ of Louisiana, injured in the service of the United 


| * States in Texas, during the summer and fall of 
| £1845, $1,566.” 


The motion was rejected. 


Mr. CROZIER offered the following amend- 
ment, (after lines 91 and 92:) 

‘* For the payment of Tennessee volunteers, who 
‘entered the service of the United States in 1836, 
‘and were furloughed by General John FE. Wool, 
‘such sum as may be ascertained to be due them, 
‘at the rate of forty cents per diem for their horses, 
‘and twelve and a half cents per diem for forage, 
‘ during the existence of said furlough.”’ 

The motion was rejected. 


Mr. CULVER moved to strike out the follow- 


_ Ing item: 


‘* For payment of four companies of Texas vol- 
‘unteers, and two companies of Louisiana volun- 
‘ teers, including the supplies required by the quar- 
‘ termaster’s department, $69,206 63.”’ 

Rejected. 


Mr. SAWYER moved to strike out the next 
succeeding item, which is in the following words: 

‘For the transportation of officers’ baggage, 
$30,000.°” 

Which motion was rejected. 


Mr. McILVAINE moved to strike out the fol- 
lowing item: eg 
« For the transportation of troops and supplies of the ar 
my, including baggage of troops when moving either by land 
or water ; freight and ferriages; the purchase or hire of horses, 
mules, oxen, carts, wagons, and boats, for the transports. 
tion of supplies, and for garrison purposes; drayage ane 
cartage at the several posts; hire of teamsters 5 transporta 
tion of funds of the pay department; expense of sailing pub- 
lie transports between the posts on the Gulf of Mexico, 
and procuring water at such posts as from their situation 
require it; of clothing from the depdt at Philadelphia to the 
stations of the troops ; of subsistence from the places of pur- 
chase and from the places of delivery, under contracts, 
| such places as the necessities of the service may require it 
to be sent; of ordnance, ordnance stores, and small arms, 
from the foundries and armories to the arsenals, fortifica 
| tions, and frontier posts, six hundred and thirty thousand 
dollars.”’ 


Which motion was rejected. 
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The bill having now been gone through with, 








Thisexplained itall. It was not unusual (Mr. McK. 


Mr. McKAY moved that the committee rise and |, said) to pass bills of this kind. Ever since the es- 


revort it, with the amendments, to the House. 
‘Mr, BROCKENBROUGH moved to amend the 
pill by adding thereto the following : 


1945, entitled *An act making appropriations tor the civil 
al diplomatic expenses of the Government for the year 


ending the 30th of June, 1846, and for other purposes,’ for | 


compensation and mileage of the members of the Legislative 
Assembly of Fiorida Territory, pay of officers and attendants, 
printing, stationery, fuel, and other incidental and contin- 
gent expenses rematuing unexpended, or so much thereof 
‘as may be necessary, be and the same is hereby transferred 
and appropriated to the payment of all arrearages for similar 
expenses tor former Legislative Assemblies of Florida due to 
members, Officers, printers, or others, arising from the de- 
ficiencies of former appropriations to meet the actual ex- 
penses and appropriations of said Legislative Assemblies— 
such payments to be made to the parties entitled under the 
acts and resolutions of said Legislative Assemblies and 


sanction of the Governor, Secretary of State, or other proper 


ofticer of the Territorial Government.”’ 


Mr. GRAHAM inguired if the amendment had 
undergone the investigation of a committee. 


The CHAIRMAN said no discussion was in | 


order. 


Mr. BROCKENBROUGH wished to say that \ 


the amendment merely contemplated the transfer 
of an appropriation. 
The amendment was rejected. 


and amendments to the House. 


| Session a similar appropriation was made, 


| items that went to make up this amount. 


tablishment of the fiscal year, three or four years 
ago, it had been done, and it must necessarily hap- 


| pen that unforeseen causes and contingencies re- 
« That the appropriation made by the act of the 3d March, || 


quired expenditures which the executive officers 
were unable to anticipate. At the first session of 
the last Congress one million and a quarter of dol- 
lars were appropriated to supply deficiencies; last 

The 
amount of this bill had been stated at two millions. 
That was not the case; the amount, to be sure, 
was large enough; it was $1,553,822. 


Mr. McK. proceeded to examine the various 
Of it, 
$197,771 were for the contingent expenses of the 
two Houses of Congress. Of that sum $117,500 


| was wanted for the Senate, and $70,000 for the de- 


ficiency in the contingent fund of the House. ‘These 


| sums, he said, were large, but they arose from the 
| orders made by the Houses respectively, and when 


ordered, of course must be provided for. 

For books the amount was $87,500; and it was 
for the payment of books already purchased by the 
Clerk of the House, under its order, adopted at the 


| last session of Congress, and previously. 


Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- || 


rolled Bills, reported correct the bill authorizing 
the Secretary of the Navy to contract for the pur- 
chase of American water-rotted hemp for the naval 
service. 

Mr. LEWIS gave notice of a motion to recon- 
sider the vote of Saturday last, by which the House 
had refused to order the bill for the relief of the 
heirs of the late Colonel William Grayson to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

‘The motion was entered on the Journal. 


DEFICIENCIES IN APPROPRIATIONS. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of this | 


bill, the question being on concurring in the amend- 
ments reported from the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union, and on ordering the bill || 


to be engrossed for a third reading, 

Mr. McK AY asked the indulgence of the House 
fora few moments to make some explanations of 
the various items of the bill. 

Before he did so, he would notice one or two of 
the remarks of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
G. Davis,] when this bill was under consideration 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. As he understood that gentleman, he com- 
plained that the estimates of this bill were not sub- 
mitted at the commencement of the session, and 
it was extraordinary that the department had neg- 


lected to ask for these appropriations if they were | 


needed for the public service. Now, it so happened 
that the gentleman from Kentucky must wholly 
have overlooked the printed documents.* 


Mr. HUDSON raised the point of order, that it || 


| 
| 





was out of order in the House to reply to remarks | 
delivered in Committee of the Whole on the state | 


of the Union. 
The SPEAKER said it had not been customary 


to refer in the House to remarks or proceedings of | 


the standing committees, but it had usually been 


allowed to reply to remarks made in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Some further remarks on the question of order | 


arose between Messrs. DROMGOOLE, WIN- 


THROP, and the SPEAKER, which was termi- | 


nated | ry 


Mr. McK AY offering to waive any further re- 


marks in reply Mr. Davis. 
Some of the members of the House (Mr. McK. 


proceeded to say) seemed to be under a great mis- | 
apprehension in regard to various items of the bill. | 


Part of them, a large number of them, were found 
in the annual estimates communicated to Congress 
at the commencement of the session; and in regard 


to others, gentlemen would find a very satisfactory | 


reason given by the department in the report of the 
Quartermaster Gestedl, accompanying the Presi- 
dent’s Message at the commencement of the ses- 
sion. (Mr. McK, read an extract, in which it was 


stated, in substance, that at that time it was im- | 


possible to ascertain what amount might be needed 
to supply the deficiency in the appropriation, and 
that the information would be given as soon as the 


accounts were returned by the disbursing officers.] || but the moment the proceeding was known here at , 





Mr. CHIPMAN inquired if there did not some 


t || of it go for the purchase of books which were not 
The committee then rose and reported the bill | yet printed. 


Mr. McKAY replied in the negative; it did not 
include any books which were not already printed, 
and delivered to members. 

A small item of $4,350 (he continued) was for the 


| contingent expenses of the Executive department. 


It was declared to be necessary by the heads of the 


bureaus; he would say nothing about it. 


| 


| 


| penses, incurred under existing laws. 


The next item, of one hundred and fifty-two 


| thousand and odd dollars, for the salaries of district 
|| judges in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, and 


for the contingent judicial expenses of the country, 
he explained, in like manner, to be necessary ex- 
He referred 


| to the fact that, out of the twenty-six States and 


three Territories—Florida, the District of Colum- 
bia, Wisconsin, lowa, and the two judicial districts 
of New York, absorbed about one-half of all the 
appropriations for judicial expenses; and he recom- 


mended the investigation and correction of the mat- 


ter to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

[At this point he yielded for explanations to 
Messrs. Hamuin and BrockensRovuGH, the latter 
gentleman explaining the manner in which the ap- 

ropriations had been necessarily called for for 
lorida. | 

The next item was $84,500 for foreign inter- 
course; $54,000 for outfits for chargés, and $30,000 
for the contingent expenses of missions abroad. 
This was not unusual. It was known to every one 
here that the practice at the commencement of every 
Administration was to change the foreign missions 
abroad. He said nothing of the policy; but such 
was the settled policy of the two great parties in the 
country. Four years ago it was known by gentle- 
men here that the 27th Congress, at its first ses- 
sion, voted a large amount for the outfit of chargés 
and of ministers—far larger than was provided for 
here. 








|, that State if he thought proper to do so. 


[A word of conversation passed between Mr. 
G. Davis and Mr. McKay on this point. ] 

The next item was $276,000 for pensions. He 
made a statement of the appropriations for pen- 
sions heretofore made for a few years past, and at 


dered necessary by the laws passed here. He 
pointed out some of the errors and defects in the 
pension laws, and expressed the hope that they 
would be corrected. He disclaimed justification 
of them; but while the laws existed, it was their 
duty to provide the money to meet the appropria- 
tions made under them. 

Upon the item of $70,772 for the repair of State 
‘tiers of Louisiana, injured in the service of the 
United States, and for the payment of the volun- 


teers in Texas from Louisiana, and from Texas, || 


he said that some gentlemen seemed to suppose 
that these troops were called out without authority 
of law. This was a mistake. It would be seen, 
by reading the report of the Secretary of War, 
that the commanding general in Texas had express 
authority to call out any portion of the militia of 
In regard 
| to the Louisiana volunteers, it was true that Gen- 

eral Gaines acted without any delegated authority; 
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the department it was immediately disapproved of; 
but inasmuch as the company of Louisiana volun- 
teers had arrived in Texas, and as the Government 
had been at the expense of transporting them, au- 
thority was given to General Taylor to retain them 
in service if he thought proper so to do, 

430,000 was appropriated ‘** for transportation of 
officers’ baggage.’ This was not a new item, but 
an appropriation made by Executive regulation, 
and under authority of existing laws, and an ex- 
penditure provision for which had been made time 
out of mind. He held in his hand and read from 
a statement showing the expenditures that had been 
made under that head. Under Executive regula- 
tions, ten cents per mile was allowed to oflicers 
when not on duty and when travelling from place 
to place. [twas called “transportation of baggage.”’ 
He thought it too high, and should propose an 
amendment, when the regular appropriation bill for 
the support of the army should come under con- 
sideration, to reduce it to five cents. The Congress 
before the last appropriated to this object $115,000; 








' the last Congress $75,000. 


In regard to the amount of $630,000 for the trans- 
portation of the army and of supplies to Texas, he 
referred to the report of the Secretary of War, 
which, he said, explained much better than he 
could the reason why these troops were assembled 
in Texas. He would not take up the time of the 
House in repeating them. Seventy-six companies 
of the army were sent to Texas, and the removal 
of these gave rise to the change of position of some 
thirty companies more. ‘This amount would not 
ouly cover the expenses already incurred, but 
would carry the department through to the Ist of 
July next. It was not for the transportation of 
troops alone, as some supposed, but for the pur- 
chase of supplies, of horses, mules, oxen, wagons, 
and everything needed by an army. It was sup- 
posed the army would have to go into the interior 
of Texas, perhaps to the boundary of that State. 


| Something like 300 wagons were bought in Phila- 


| and not effective. 
| with this money. 


delphia, and transported coastwise to ‘Texas; at 
this time there were with the army of oecupation 
in Texas 2,400 horses, mules, and oxen, eflective 
These all had to be purchased 
The Executive had thought 


| — to order a portion of the army to Texas; it 


ad gone there, and has to be supplied; and this 
appropriation was necessary, for the purpose of 


| enabling the department to meet these expendi- 
| tures, justly authorized. He did not stand here to 


say that there had not been some extravagance in 
this expenditure. He further referred to some of 
the items going to make up this amount, and, in 
explanation of them, he read an extract from the 
Quartermaster General, General Jesup. Under 
his direction, all these expenditures had oa. made; 
and he told us that, although advantage had doubt- 
less been taken of the necessities of the Govern- 
ment, and the subordinate officers had been forced 


| to pay more for services and supplies than they 
| were really worth, still he does not see how any of 


| the expenditures can be avoided. 


Thus, a distin 


| guished officer of the army, who has served you 


long and faithfully, tells you upon his official re- 


| sponsibility, that he does not see how any of these 


| expenditures could be well avoided. 


Under these 
circumstances, he did not see how the House could 
hesitate to vote the necessary supplies. 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, demanded the 


: onl | previous question. 
the present session, and said this amount was ren- || 


And the question having been taken, the vote 


| stood, ayes 66, noes 47. 


So there was a second. 

And the main question (on concurring in the 
amendments and ordering the bill to a third read- 
ing) was ordered to be now taken. 

All the amendments (except as hereinafter men- 
tioned) were concurred in without a division. 

On concurring with the committee in its amend- 
ment striking out the following item, to wit: 

‘* To pay balance due Thomas P. Jones for ser- 
‘ vices as a member of the board of examiners for 
‘ making experimental trials of inventions and plans 
‘to prevent the explosion of steam boilers, two 


| *thousand two hundred and fifty dollars’’— 


Mr. BOYD asked the yeas and nays, which 


| were ordered, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. 
Black, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Burt, Cathcart, Chipuian, Cocke, 


| Collin, Constable, Cullom, Cummins, Daniel, Darragh, Jef- 
| ferson Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dunlap, Efis- 


worth, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, Fries, Garvin, Goodyear | 






































Graham, Grover, Hamlin, Harmanson, Henley, Hoge, H. 
kins, Hough, George 5. Houston, Hungerford, James B. 
Hunt, Jenkins, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George 
W. Jones, Preston King, Long, Lumpkin, MeClernaad, 
McConnell, MeCrate, Joseph J. McDowell, McGaughey, 
John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Moulton, Niven, Owen, 
Parrish, Payne, Phelps, Price, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Rob 
erts, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Seammon, Leonard H. Sims, Simp 
son, Starkweather, St. Joon, Sykes, James Thompson, 
Jacob ‘Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Tredway, Went 
worth, Wick, Wilmot, Woodward, Woodworth, Yancey, 
Yell, and Yost—"). 

NAYS —-Mesers. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Ashmun, 
Reker, Blanchard, Brodhead, William G. Brown, William 
W. Campbell, Carroll, Clarke, Cobb, Cranston, Crozjer, 
Culver, Cunningham, Garreu Davis, Dixon, Dockery, Drom- 
goole, Fieklin, Foot, Giddings, Gordon, Harper, Herrick, 
fxane E. Hotmes, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, 
Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. 
King. Thomas Butler King, Lawrence, Leake, Leib, La 


Sere, Lewis, Levin, MeClean, McHenry, Melivaine, Mc- ' 


Kay, Marsh, Miller, Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Julius 
Rockwell, Rank, Schenck, Severance, Alexander D. Sims, 
Traman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stanton, 
Stewart, Thibodeanx, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, 
Trumbo, Vinton, White, Winthrop, Woodruff, Wright, and 
Young—6. 

So the amendment was concurred in, and the item 
aras stricken oul, 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading 
now. . ‘ 2 

And having been read a third time by its title, 
and the question being, ** Shall this bill pass ?’’ 

Mr. CULVER asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and being taken, resulted as fol- 
low 8: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Stephen Adams, 
Arnold, Ashmun, Atkinson, Bell, Biggs, James Black, James 
A. Black, Blanchard, Bowlin, Boyd, William G. Brown, 
Burt. Wim. W. Campbell, Carroll, Chipman, Cobb, Cocke, 
Collin, Constable, Crozier, Cullom, Cunningham, Daniel, 
Darragh, Jefferson Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, 
Dockery, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellsworth, Faran, Ficklin, 
Poot, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, 
Grider, Hamlin, Harmanson, Harper, Henley, I. E. Holmes, 
Hopkins, John W. Houston, George 8. Houston, Hunger 
ford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Inger 
soll, Jenkins, Preston King, Lawrenee, Leake, Leib, La 
Sere, Long, Lumpkin, MeClean, MeConnell, Joseph J. 
McDowell, McHenry, McKay, Marsh, John P. Martin, 
Miller, Moseley, Moulton, Niven, Owen, Parrish, Payne, 
Phelps, Reid, Relfe, Runk, Sawtelle, Scammon, Alexander 
D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Robert Smith, Stan- 
ton, Starkweather, Stewart, St. John, Thibodeaux, Tho 
masson, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, 
Tibbatts, Tredway, Trumbo, Vinton, Wick, Williams, Wil- 
mot, Winthrop, Woodruff, Woodward, Wright, Yancey, 
Yell, and Young—111. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Baker, Benton, Clarke, Culver, 
Cummins, Dixon, E. H. Ewing, Giddings, Grover, Herrick, 
Hoye. Hough, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Joseph Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Daniel P. King, Lewis, 
MeCrate, McGaughey, Melivaine, Barkley Martin, Rath- 
bun, Roberts, Julius Rockwell, Sawyer, Schenck, Sever- 
ance, ‘Truman Smith, C. B. Smith, Sykes, Tilden, Went- 
worth, White, Woodworth, and Yost—3s. 


So the bill was passed. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, certain papers, (re- 
lating to the bill, as the reporter understood,) in 
order that they might constitute a part of the 
record. were laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. BRODHEAD made an ineffectual attempt 
to introduce a resolution relating, (as the reporter 
understood,) to the bill respecting the licensing of 
canal boats. 


The SPEAKER announced the regular busi- 
ness of the day, which was the call of the States 
for resolutions, 


On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Jounson, of Virginia, in 
the chair.) and proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill to provide for the better organization of 
the treasury, and for the collection, safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the public revenue. 

The bill having been read through— 

And the first section being under consideration, 
in the words following, to wit: 

+ Be it enacted, &c., That the rooms prepared and provi- 
ded in the new treasury building at the seat af Government 
for the use of the Treasurer of the United States, bis assist- 
ants, and clerks, and occupied by them; and also the fire- 
proof vaults and safes erected in said rooms for the keeping 
of the public moneys in the possession, and under the im 
mediate control of said Treasurer, are hereby constituted, 
and declared to be, the Treasury of the United States ; and 
the said Treasurer of the United States shall keep all the 
public moneys which shall come to his hands in the Treas- 
ury of the United States as hereby constituted, until the 
same shall be drawn therefrom according to law.” 

Mr. CALEB B. SMITH moved to amend it by 
adding the following proviso: 

‘That nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to prevent the Secretary of the Treasury 
from depositing the revenue of the Government in 
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any bank or banks which he may deem expedient, 
and also to receive the Government dues in the pa- 
per of specie-paying banks.”’ 

Mr. ©. B. SMITH occupied his hour passing 
over a large range of debate, involving the finan- | 
cial history of the Government for the last twenty 
or thirty years, and its multifarious connexion 
with the politics and the diversified interests of the 
country. Of his remarks, as well as of other gen- 
tlemen, we give but a general sketch. He said he 
snatched the present opportunity to speak, as he 
could predict from the indications given that the 
majority of this House, by whose unanimous vote 
he supposed this bill would pass, would feel them- 
selves justified in forcing the House to a vote un- | 
der the previous question upon this bill in less than 
twenty-four hours. He knew the potent force of | 
the gag; he knew that at the last Congress, when | 
this very same bill was under consideration, it | 
was forced through without any debate being al- 
lowed, under the pretence that the people had de- 
cided the question at the previous Presidential 
election. He did not believe the people decided 
this matter in the Presidential canvass of 1844. 
In his own State they were left entirely in the dark |, 
in regard to this matter, and no individual pre- 
tended to say that the sub-treasury was one of the 
measures which would be carried out. He re- 
ferred to the Baltimore convention, of which we 
had heard so much, and said while they had pro- 
nounced upon the Texas and Oregon questions, | 
they had said nothing of this. In scanning the | 
proceedings of that convention you looked in vain 
for any reference to the sub-treasury scheme; they 
had not forgotten the scenes of 1840, the over- 
whelming defeat of the party then; and they did 
not wish to bring before the people a subject upon | 
which they had already pronounced their denun- | 
ciation, and driven them from power. After Mr. 
Polk was elected, this bill was brought forward 
and passed under the previous question, and now 
it was to be driven through again. 

Mr. GEORGE 8. HOUSTON inquired how 
long a time was allowed for the repeal of the sub- 
treasury by the twenty-seventh Congress? 

Mr. SMITH replied, some three weeks, he be- 
lieved, considered in connexion with the national 
bank bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The bill was passed with but 
one speech being allowed. 

Mr. 8., resuming, wished to bring up some rem- | 
iniscences connected with the financial history of 
the country for the last few years. From 1820 
(he said) down to that period in the Administra- 
tion of General Jackson when his grand and mag- 
nificent system of experiments commenced, we en- 
joyed a currency equal to any ever enjoyed by 
any civilized nation—a currency at all times con- 
vertible into gold and silver. He referred to the 
financial measures of General Jackson’s Adminis- 





tration—the removal of the deposites, the trial of || 


the pet-bank system, &c.—and to them ascribed 
the revulsions and disasters which succeeded. 
Such a scene of suffering, bankruptcy, and ruin, 
(he said,) had never been witnessed by any civil- 
ized nation, as was experienced by this, following 
close upon the adoption of this series of experi- 
ments on the currency. He referred to the bill in- 
troduced by Mr. Gorpon, in 1834 or 1835, (the 
reporter thinks,) which presented, for the first 
time, the principles of the sub-treasury scheme, 
and to its rejection in the House by 161 to 33. 
Among the nays, the names of James J. McKay, 
James K. Polk, Richard M. Johnson, and others 
of the Democratic party, were found; and he read, 
expressed in speeches and writings, the opinions 


of Mr. Polk, and of Mr. Ritchie, then editor of || 


the Richmond Enquirer, commenting at some 
length upon what he considered the inconsistency 
of the then and the present positions of the gentle- | 
men named, and of the Democratic party generally. 
He came down to the recommendation by Mr. | 
Van Buren of this scheme at the extra session of | 
1837, noticing its rejection then, and stating, after | 
its final adoption and approval on the 4th of July, 
(which was styled by its friends the second Decla- 





ration of Independence,) that, during the seven 


months that the law was in force, it never was 
earried, nor could it be carried, into effect, of so 
impracticable a nature was it. It lived for this 


| short period a miserable, languishing life; a mis- 


erable humbug, it was consigned to the grave; and 
it was now to be resuscitated, and clothed with the 
mantle of Democracy, and its passage, he supposed, 





would be hailed as the third Declaration of Inde. 


_pendence. But pass it they might, and notwith- 
standing the hallelujahs which might be raised at 


this third Declaration of Independence, it would 
be found that the common sense of the country 
would revolt against it, and that the difficulties in 
carrying it out would be insuperable. 

A great improvement had taken place in the con- 
dition of the country within the last five years. 
and with the exception of a little lowering cloud in 


reference to our Oregon difficulties, so far as re. 


gards our domestic affairs, our people and our 
Government were never in a more prosperous con. 
dition than at present. Why was it? For six 
yeas this miserable tinkering with the currency 

ad been abandoned. But now it was to be re. 
vived, and by this bill the banks were to be struck 
at, and by the bill to reduce the tariff the many- 
facturers were to be reached; and this all with the 
ery that it is for the benefit of the farmer and the 


laborer that these measures are to be taken, Hoe 


ridiculed the idea that with the prostration of these 
two classes the other portions of the community 
would flourish. The effect of this war upon the 
banks, and of the passage of this bill, he said, 
would be to lock up in the vaults of the treasury, 
and withdraw absolutely from any participation in 
the business of the country, $10,000,000—one- 
eighth of the entire coin of the country. This 
would necessarily be followed by the banks con- 
tracting their discounts, as they would absolutely 
be obliged to do under the operation of this 
law; and then the cry would be raised that the 


| banks were putting on the screws for political 


effect. Connecting this, however, with the more 
odious measure of the reduction of duties to be- 
tween twenty and thirty per cent., which would 
flood the country with an amount of foreign im- 
portations which would greatly exceed our ex- 
portation, and which balance of trade would go to 
exhaust us of our little remaining specie, another 
suspension of payments, another revulsion would 
| sweep over this country, which would equal or ex- 
' ceed all the disasters and ruin which resulted from 
the previous tinkering and experiments upon the 
| currency. ee . 
| It was possible to justify this measure only on 
one ground, and that was on that of a hard-money 
| currency exclusively. If-the Democrats on this 
| floor were in favor of an exclusive metallic curren- 
cy, they were right: but he would like to have 
_them make that issue before the country. Not 
| twenty members on this floor, he ventured to say, 
| could be found to come out boldly and sustain 
| such a system. He referred to the Democratic 
| 
| 
} 


party in his own State, and said their movements 
were against the banks in disguise, and that neither 
| they, nor but few of the party in any portion of the 
| Union, dared come out boldly in favor of an ex- 
| clusive metallic currency. 

Mr. DOUGLASS stated that he was in favor of 
| a metallic currency. 

| Mr. HENLEY said the gentleman ought to 
| have known, and did know, that he (Mr. H.) had 
| voted in the Legislature of Indiana, and should 
| vote against bank charters. 

| Mr. SMITH, resuming, repeated that the gen- 
| tleman’s party in their own State (Indiana) did not 
| dare come out and show their hand in favor of an 
| exclusive metallic currency, for they knew on the 
issue of a metallic currency they would not be sus- 
tained by the people. SS 

What was to be gained (setting aside its influ- 
ence upon the banks and the business relations o! 
the country generally) by locking this money u) 
in the vaults of the treasury? Let the history ot 
Swartwout, and Price, and Boyd, and Harris, an- 
swer. 

Mr. GORDON wished to know if Mr. Swart- 
wout was not at one time the Whig candidate for 
| the Vice Presidency ?- ; a 
| Mr. SMITH replied that all this ‘‘ gammon 
was perfectly well understood. Mr. S. received 
‘and held office under the gentleman’s party, and 
it was very far from their practice at present to 
_ go into the ranks of the Whig party to find their 
| officers. ; 

Mr. S. having concluded his remarks, 

Mr. WICK addressed the committee as follows: 

"Thad no expectation of obtaining the floor upon the 

| discussion of this bill, and have not now obtained 
that grand desideratum, (so often sought here !n 
vain,) with a view to inflict upon the committee 4" 

‘hour’s speech. I should have been silent were | 
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not that my honorable colleague, [Mr. Smitn,} who 
has just addressed the committee, has, by his refer- 
ences to public opinion in Indiana, as he supposes 
it to be, made it aque that some explanation 
should be given by a Democrat from that State. 
My colleague has said, in substance, that neither 


in the year 1844, in the Presidential campaign, nor | 


in 1845, in the Congressional canvass, did we of 
the Democratic party make mention of the design 
to pass this or any other bill in the nature of the 
independent-treasury bill of the year 1840. My 
colleague speaks, no doubt, according to his in- 
formation. I cannot presume to be positive in 
setting him right about public opinion in any part 
of Indiana except my own district. In reference 
to that district my colleague has been greatly mis- 
informed. It is true that this was nota topic for 
exciting discussion on those occasions. Those 


who voted with the Democratic party in 1840 re- | 
yained in 1844 and 1845 attached to the principles | 


of this bill. Those Democrats who in 1840 voted 
with the Whig party had had a ‘sober second 
thought;”’ they had reconsidered a batch of ques- 
tions and themes—the extravagance of expendi- 
ture charged against the Democratic party—the 
Florida war—the standing army of men, and the 
standing army of dogs—the gold-spoon budget 


of lies—and the independent treasury—and had | 


changed their minds upon each of those topics, and 


likewise, honest-hearted patriots were anxious to | 


signalize their change of opinion by successfully 
giving their suffrages to the men and the measures 
they had formerly contributed to defeat. Sir, this 


was noble. Good men change their course upon , 


conviction. Wise men are open to conviction. 


Bad men, when convineed, adhere to their course | 
Fools never | 


from motives of pride and vanity. 
change their minds from conviction. If they 
change at all, itis from impulse merely. I may 
be asked, how I come to be so well informed as to 
these matters. 


electors for our State. 
summer among the people, addressing them on an 


average about twice ee day from the Ist of May || 
ver. Itis true that] had new | 
But yet, whenever it oc- || 


till the Ist of Novem 
themes for discussion. 
curred to me, | took care in my addresses to say 
thatif the Democratic party should be trusted by 
the people, the treasury would be made and kept 
independent of the banks. 
my opponent, or some one of the legion of orators 


always ready, and, it seemed to me, ever present | 


to oppose and respond to me, would catechise me 
as to our intentions in reference to the independent 
treasury; and I am sure no man can be found to 
say that on any occasion I dodged the question; 


and, sir, if those gentlemen overlooked the cate- | 


I cannot || 
pretend to remember the number of occasions on || 


chising, there were those who did not. 


which some good Democratic Whig—I mean one 
who was a Whig in 1840, never before and never 


since, and who most likely will never be such | 
again—-would take me out on one side to tell me || 


that the Whigs had lied so outrageously about 
everything else, he was inclined to suppose they had 


also lied about the sub-treasury. He had been told | 


that it was a scheme to give favorites a chance to 
run rey with the public money, but he had as- 
certained afterwards, on investigation, that it was 


a plan for the safe-keeping of a pee money, || 
_ proves that the senior editor of the Unwn is a | 


and to keep it out of the hands of the bankers. 
And, sir, my Democratic Whig would want to know 
whether, if we succeeded in electing Polk and 
Dallas, we would establish the independent treas- 


ury. In every instance did I frankly respond in | 


the affirmative. 


date of the Democratic party for the place in this 
Hall, to which I regret I bring less ability than my 


excellent constituency would well deserve should | 


be enlisted in their service. Asa matter of course, 


I was again ‘‘in the field”? all last summer till the | 
first of August; an during that time, I had the | 


most conclusive evidence of the change of opinion 
on this subject. Sir, I was frequently catechised 
—both by the Old Democrats, who had stood firm 
tn 1840, and by Democrats who had been ‘‘ Demo- 
cratie Whigs’ in 1840—as to my vote on this 
measure, and always promptly gave the expected 
pledge to give itmy support. In public addresses, 

rarely neglected to allude to this measure as one 
which we would ‘*of course.” 


My excellent colleague [Mr. Smrtu] has, in lan- 
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I answer, that in 1844, my demo- | 
cratic friends placed my name upon their ticket of | 
Consequently I spent that | 


When it did not occur, | 





|| guage of friendly defiance, called upon those of us 
|| who represent Democratic districts in Indiana, to 
| say whether we are prepared to stand up to the 
doctrine of an exclusive metalliceurrency. Ieannot 
answer for any but myself; and for myself I say, 
1 believe the Demoeracy of Indiana is prepared to 
defy the world, the flesh, the devil, and the banks, 
and that if it were not that there are Whig States, 
ultra Whig, in our immediate vicinity, which char- 
ter banks, with what they call liberal, and what 
we call corrupt, charters, whose rotten circulation 
of shinplasters would be flooded in upon us in the 
absence of a paper circulation of our own,—lI say 
were not this the case, I believe the Indiana peo- 
ple would sponge out their banks on the first op- 
portunity. They know that if there were no banks 
to absorb the gold and silver, in lieu of every paper 
dollar now in their pockets, they would have an 
oldish-looking Spaniard, or Mexican, or two bright 
American half dollars; and for every five-dollar 
bill, they would have a bright, glorious-looking 
half-eagle; and for large notes, noble ‘ sonsie” 
golden eagles, with their country’s arms inscribed 
thereon. ‘There isa kind of bank which probably 
our people would tolerate: I mean a bank restricted 
| from issuing small notes, and with what is com- 
monly called the ‘* individual liability clause” in- 
serted in itscharter. They would desire, perhaps, 
through such banks, to furnish the merchants with 
exchange, without materially debauching their cur- 
rency. 

But, sir, while our Whig neighbors in adjacent 
States charter swindling ragocracies, we in Indiana, 
to keep their corrupt currency from among us, 
| must devise means, through some kind of contri- 

vance, to supply our own shinplasters. We prefer 
our own monopoly to those of other States, be- 
cause we can watch and govern them, and keep 
‘them under. Circumstances alter cases; and when 
we cannot control the circumstances, we try to 
| make a case to suit the circumstances as well as 
we can. We make our own shinplasters in self- 
defence. On the same principle, were a cold-water 
' man to be compelled to transact business for hours 
in a liquor shop, where every one’s breath smelt 


were he to take a small dram in self-defence; on 
the same principle an exquisite might eat garlic 
without impeachment to his gentility. 

So strong, sir, is the feeling of our people in In- 
diana on this subject, that when we make a Dem- 
| ocratic bank director to watch the doings of the 
batch of banks composing our State bank, or when 


es, ithas seldom failed, to some good extent, to 
shake the confidence of the Democracy in him, and 
to bring him into a questionable position—often, 
no doubt, unjustly. 

Mr. Chairman, | shall not discuss this bill. Its 
| principles and details have been before those who 
_are your masters and mine, since 1837. They 


eration, have been adopted by the American peo- 
ple. ‘They have sent us here to pass the same into 


gentlemen on the other side of the House, I desire 
to say that you can make nothing by a discussion 
of this bill. 
the writings of the senior editor of the Union, to 
| show that some eight or ten years ago he was r 

posed to this bill, Well, what then? It only 


thinking and conscientious man, and nota pertina- 
cious fool, and therefore has ‘second thoughts,” 
_and sometimes changes his mind. 


So, too, my colleague has read an extract from 


before the State banks took to breaking in so furi- 
' ous a manner as they did since then, he (the Pres- 
ident) héld State banks in considerable respect, and 


ank. Well, now, I reckon he did say something 
of that kind; but it was when the grand object of 
the Democracy was to break down the United States 
Bank; and, as I have said before, the State banks 
had not then made a full development of their ca- 

_ pacity to play the devil. Let my colleague call on 
| the President at eight o’clock, p. m., when he (the 
| President) receives his friends in a free and easy 
| sort of way, and ask him what he now thinks of 
State banks, after several years’ experience of 
them. My word for it, he will receive a very 

| courteous and very plain answer. The President, 
| like all wise men, has been enlightened by facts. 


a 


a Democrat is chosen director of one of our branch- | 


were disapproved of at first; but, after a reconsid- | 


| ‘| aspeech of the President, to prove that long ago, | 
Again, in 1845, my friends made me the candi- | 


poets them, as depositories, to a United States | 


of liquor, I would hold it no violation of his pledge | 


| treasury. 


«815 








I tell you gentlemen on the other side of the 
House, that you can make nothing out of this bill 
in the way of political capital. It is an old sub- 


ject—stale—fully understood, and decided upon by 


our masters. In opening the discussion of this bill 
with so ingenious and able a speech, my colleague 
has thrown away his ammunition, like a young 
hunter out West, who followed a deer all day, from 
dawn till twilight, when, being unable to overtake 
the deer, and determined to have a shot anyhow, 
he poised his rifle, took careful aim, and fired at 
the—track. 

And now a word to my friends on this side of 
the House. The people have sent us here to do 
certain things. We are responsible, not only for 
the success of those measures indicated by the pub- 
lic will, but also for the time within which they 
may be acted upon. The country is anxious and 
impatient. We are accused, I fear justly, of need- 
less delay. In 1844, we told the people that James 
K. Polk was a ** Young Hickory’’—that he had 
force of character, and would * go ahead.” 

And now, sir, the good Democrats of the land, 
having been fully convinced by his communica- 
tions to Congress that he is what we represented 
him, are, nevertheless, saying that we, in this and 
the other Hall, are anything but prompt in our 
action. They give us credit for our good speech- 
es, but I believe they would rather see our meas- 
ures. The assembly in the other Hall, they are 
of opinion, ‘* creeps on the trigger’? to a painful 
extent. It is time we were doing as well as talk- 
ing; and it is to be hoped that some of the “ old 
salts’’ of the House will spring a resolution upon 
us to-morrow morning to close this debate. [| re- 
peat, that we on this side of the House are re- 
sponsible for delays, for measures passed, and for 
measures neglected. We are enough, if united. 
Our constituents are united. We ought to be so. 

Mr. LEAKE did not intend to make a speech, 
but merely to set right the gentleman from Indi- 
ana [Mr. Smiru] upon a few matters of tact. The 
gentleman asserted that the Baltumore convention, 
in its resolutions, had made no allusion to the sub- 
But the eighth resolution of that con- 
vention declared emphatically that the party was 
in favor of the great fundamental principle upon 
which this bill is based—that it was in favor of an 
entire separation of the Government from all con- 
nexion with the banks of the country—a fact 
which he presumed the gentleman overlooked in 
his eagerness and great zeal to arraign the Dem- 
ocratic party. 

Again: the gentleman adverted to the defalea- 
tion, or the defection, rather, of Samuel Swart- 
wout, in 1837, and of Harris, Boyd, and others, 
as arguments against the independent treasury. 


|The gentleman was, or ought to be, aware that 
| these defalcations took place two years before that 


a law, and in a few days we shall do so. To the | 


My colleague has read extracis from | 


measure was adopted, and under the operation of 
the bank system. As soon as Samuuel Swartwout 
defalcated, he turned round and became a Whig, 
as he (Mr. L.) understood. 

Another fact: not one cent of the public money 
was lost while the sub-treasury system was in 
operation, 

But the gentleman told them that whilst it re- 
mained on the statute book it was a dead letter, and 
never was carried out. Then certainly the evils he 


| Says are incident to this system do not belong to it, 


but are the concomitants and results of the bank 
system. He informed the gentleman that now 
they intended to carry it bona fide into operation. 
The gentleman entered his protest against the 
hurrying of this bill through under the previous 
question. He asked the gentleman, under what 
circumstances the independent treasury was repeal- 
ed by the Whigs in the memorable extra session 
of 1841? They hurried it through in the shortest 
time —— and their ‘* fiscality’’ bank bill was 
introduced on one day and passed the next legisla- 
tive day. And be it always remembered that to 
the Whigs belonged the paternity of the one-hour 
rule, which a Democratic Congress, not very much 
to their credit, as he considered, had adopted. 
Some conversation took place between Mr. T. 
B. KING, Mr. SEABORN JONES, and Mr. 
LEAKE, as to the precise time allotted to the con- 
sideration of the repeal of the independent treasury. 
Mr. HOUSTON inquired of Mr. Kine how 
long the first bank bill was allowed to be discussed 
by the Whig majority in the 27th Congress? 
Mr. KING. The gentleman will very easily 
ascertain by referring to the Journal, 
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Mr. HOUSTON was giad to sce that the gentle- 
man’s memory was so serviceable when it would 
help his party, and so defective when the facts would 
go against them. From the examination he had 
been able to give, it appeared that the bill, instead 
of being allowed three weeks, was taken up on the 
9d of August and passed on the 6th of August under 
the previous question; the gag of which the gentle- 
man and his party now found it so convenient to 
complain. 

Mr. HOPKINS (Mr. Leake still giving way) 
read from the Journal of the 27th Congress before 
him, that the bill for the repeal of the independent 
treasury was Laken up on the 7th of August, (Sat- 
urday,) and thaton Monday, the 9th, the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union were 
disecharved from its further consideration, under 


the previous question, moved by Mr. Kuve, of 


Gieorgia, and that the bill was passed that day. 

Mr. LEAKE (resuming) stated another fact 
upon the authority of the Journal before him, that 
that bill was not even read by sections, and that a 
point of order taken by a Democratic member, Mr. 
James W. Williams, that the previous question 
would not take effect until the bill had been read 
according to universal custom and rule, was voted 
down—Mr. Kine voting with the majority; and 
that the bill was actually voted for and passed (as 
appeared from the Journal) without being read, 
He threw back upon the gentleman from Indiana 
the charge made upon the Democratic party that 
they are not disposed to accord sufficient ume for 
discussion and debate. 

Mr. KING. How many sections were there to 
that bill? 

Mr. LEAKE. Ido not know. 

Mr. KING. I will teli the honorable gentleman, 
there was one section only. 

Mr. LEAKE. So much the worse. They could 
not read even that one. 

The gwentleman from Indiana accused the Demo- 
cratic party in 1d440f having shirked the treasury 
question. Mr. L. would take occasion to say, that 
down to 1840 he had been opposed to the sub-treas- 
ury; and that he then became an example of ‘ the 
sober second thought’? to which the then President, 
Mr. Van Buren, appealed with so much confidence. 
The gentleman charged that the Democratic party 
had not declared openly their ground, thus leaving 
the inference to be drawn that the Whigs had 
avowed and maintained consistently their own 
eround, But in 1840, after their general conven- 
tien had met and adjourned without preparing any 
address, or laying down any principles, the Whig 
convention In Vireinia, and he was told in North 
(‘arofna, Ohio, and elsewhere, solemnly avowed, 
that General Harrison was opposed to a national 
bank: and yet one of the first measures resorted to 
on this floor by the 27th Congress, was the attempt 
to establish and fasten upon the country a national 
bank. 

Mr. 8S. JONES (Mr. L. yielding the floor) in- 
quired of his colleague [Mr. Kine] if a Whig com- 
mittee of Georgia, in which the gentleman himself 
was included, did not prepare an address to the 
people of that State, in which they declared Gen- 
eral Harrison and * Tyler too” opposed to a na- 
tional bank? 

Mr. KING. They made no such assertion. 
They simply compiled the declaration of these 
rentiemen, and left them to stand for what they 
were worth, 

Mr. JONES. Was not the compilation intended 
to show that they were opposed to a Bank of the 
United States, and that General Harrison and Mr. 
Tyler had voted against establishing a Bank of the 
United States? 

Mr. KING replied in the affirmative to the lat- 
ter inquiry, and said that the extracts compiled 
showed also that General Harrison believed a bank 
to be wise if the people thought it proper and ne- 
cessary. 

Mr. LEAKE resumed, and concluded by no- 
ticine one more remark of Mr. C. B. Smitn. The 
eeniieman had told them that the result of this 
tinkering with the currency from 1834 to 1540 
was to prostrate the great financial and commer- 
cial interests of the country, and that the country 
has now recovered, and is in a prosperous state, 
Mark that: and the country is now in a prosper- 
ovs condition; yet we have no national bank, which 
has heretofore been the great panacea of the gen- 
tleman’s party for the evils of the currency. We 
have now the gentleman’s admission, at last, that 
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a bank is not necessary, and that the country has — 


become prosperous without it—an important ad- 
mission, which he hoped would go forth to the 
country. 


Mr. CHIPMAN( at half-past 4 0’clock) obtain- | 


ed the floor, but yielded to a motion that the com- 
muttee rise. 

‘The motion was rejected. 

But immediately atterwards, the seats through- 
out the Hall were for the most part vacated. 

Mr. CHIPMAN was proceeding to reply to 
some of the remarks of Mr. Smiru, when— 

‘The Hall being nearly empty— 

Mr. C, yielded to a second motion that the com- 
mittee rise; which prevailing, 

‘The committee rose, and reported progress. 

Mr. MeKAY submitted a motion, changing the 
regular daily hour of meeting to eleven o’ciock. 

‘The SPEAKER said, the motion would not now 
be in order. 

Mr. McK AY then changed the form of the mo- 
tion so as to provide that when the House adjourns, 
it adjourn to meet at eleven o’clock to-morrow. 

_ No quorum was present, nor anything approach- 
ing to a quorum. 


Mr. BARRINGER and Mr. SCHENCK raised | 


this as ® point of order; 

Whereupon Mr. McKAY waived his motion, 
and gave notice that he would to-morrow renew 
his motion to change the daily hour of meeting to 
eleven o'clock. 

And then, at a late hour, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, March 31, 1846. 

Mr. SPEIGHT presented the petition of Abram 
Adams, praying permission to re-locate a military 
bounty land warrant, issued to him for his services 
in the last war between the United States and Great 
Britain; which was referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 


Mr. SEMPLE presented the petition of citizens | 
of Illinois, praying the establishment of a national || 


armory at fort Massac, on the Ohio river, in that 





ESSIONAL GLOBE. March 31. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the res. 
olution submitted by Mr. JOHN M. CLAYTON, 
in relation to Oregon correspondence; when, on 
motion of Mr. C.; it was informally passed by, 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
following resolution, submitted several days since 
by Mr. Bacsy: 

Resolved, That after Monday next, the Senate 
will meet at 11 o’clock A. M. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to amend the resolution hy 
striking out the words ** Monday next,” and in- 
serting, * this day.” 

Mr. BAGBY accepted the amendment, as a mod- 
ification of his resolution. 

Mr. SEVIER said he was reluctantly compell- 
ed to oppose this resolution, the adoption of which 
would be productive of great inconvenience, with- 
out accelerating the public business. He would 
prefer to siton Fridays and Saturdays rather than 
to meet at 11 o'clock in the morning. He found 
that the demands of business fully ocenpied his 
time in the morning, and it was in his judgment 
too early in the session to meet at so early an 
hour. 

Mr. ALLEN’S object in making his suggestion, 
was to give as much time during this week as pos- 
sible for the discussion of the subject now before 
the Senate. If afterwards it would be found pro- 
per to recur to the old practice, very well. But it 
was, he thought, desirable to give another hour 
daily to the discussion of the special order, which 
it was highly desirable to bring as soon as possible 
to a close. 

Mr. BERRIEN concurred with the Senator from 
Arkansas [Mr. Sevier.] The duties devolving 
upon the members of the Senate were of sucha 
nature as rendered it impossible to meet at so early 
an hour as 11 o’clock, and discharge them ade- 


| quately. The industry of Senators—their attention 
| to business—the amount of labor performed by 


State; which was referred to the Committee on || 


Military Affairs. 
Mr. CORWIN presented the petition of citizens 
of Ohio, praying the establishment of a mail route 


them—were not to be determined by the length of 


time they sat in thatchamber. Their constituents 


understood that perfectly well. They had good 
reason to know that the fact was as he had stated. 
With respect to the amendment, it was peculiarly 
objectionable, and especially when viewed in con- 


| nexion with the object which prompted the mover, 
| which was stated to be to afford more time for the 


ance of the route between Waynesville and Wil- | 


mington, in that State; which was referred to the 

Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. DAYTON presented a resolution passed by 

the Legislature of the State of New Jersey, in favor 


of the removal of certain obstructions to the navi- | 


gation of the Delaware river; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented the petition of 
Jonathan Smith, an officer in the revolutionary 


army, praying to be allowed commutation pay; |! 


which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. . 
Mr. DICKINSON presented a remonstrance of 


ying the eat | _ discussion of the special order at present before the 
from Lebanon to Wilmington, and the discontinu- || 


Senate. That was a very grave and important 
question before the Senate, on which members had 
been heard at their leisure; others desired to be 
heard, and it was certainly, in his judgment, ask- 
ing a little too much that any of hous should be 
subjected to the disadvantage of addressing the 
Senate after its patience had been exhausted by 
listening previously to a long and elaborate discus- 
sion of the question. He could conceive of nothing 
that would justify that on the part of those who had 
already spoken. It appeared to him, especially, a 
departure from the courtesy of the Senate, with 


| regard to all its members. 


newal of a patent heretofore granted to Jethro | 


Wood; which was laid on the table. 


Mr. H. JOHNSON, pursuant to notice, asked | 


and obtained leave to introduce a_ bill for giving 
effect to the eighth article of the treaty with Spain; 
which passed a first and second reading, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 


GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 


to authorize the clerk of the county court of Bates | 


county, Illinois, to enter a certain quarter section 
of land, for a county seat; which was read a third 
time and passed. ~ 

|A message was received from the President of 
the United States, announcing that he had signed 


and approved an act authorizing the Secretary of | 
the Navy to contract for American water-rotted | 


hemp for the use of the Navy of the United Siates. ] 


Mr. BREESE remarked that he yesterday gave | 


notice of his intention ‘to call up for action this 
morning the report in relation to affording addi- 
tional accommodations in the Senate Chamber to 
the public; the hour being nearly expired, he would 
not do so to-day, but he renewed the notice for to- 
morrow mormng. 

After a few words on the subject between Sena- 
tors MOREHEAD, ARCHER and BREESE, 


| 


‘Mr. BREESE also concurred with the Senator 


‘ : || from Arkansas. If the rule were confined to the 
citizens of the State of New York, against the re- | 


resent week, very well; but to any extension of 
it he was decidedly opposed. It was certainly a 
much earlier period of the session than that at 
which the Senate had been accustomed to change 
its hour of meeting, as reference to the Journal 
would show. Any limitation at present of the time 
allotted for the discharge of the important duties 
devolving upon Senators in attention to committee 
business would greatly embarrass them. 

Mr. BAGBY remarked that four months of the 
session had passed away, and he wished it to be 
distinctly volarinal that his sole object was to 
economize time and expedite the public business. 

Mr. SEVIER remarked that one o’clock being 
the hour for the special order, the additional hour 
in the morning would not expedite that matter. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said he should vote against 
the proposition to meet at eleven o’clock, and also 
against that by which the Senate is to meet on Fri- 
days and Saturdays. He found it difficult to at- 
tend to the business of the people of Florida, making 
it necessary to visit the public departments 1n the 
morning before the Senate met, and to get to this 
chamber by tielve o’clock; and, besides, two or 
three mornings of each week are devoted to attend- 
ance on committees. He believed, from his brief 
experience, that he could best serve his State by 
the present practice not being changed. He under- 
stood it had been followed for many years. Under 
it, Fridays and Saturdays ean be devoted by Sen- 





